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Special Visit from the Iowa Boys
By: Dennis Anderson

It was 4 years ago that we received a phone message from Jim Bodeing of Decorah, Iowa. Jim
described himself as a corn farmer located in the Northeast corner of the state with a huge in-
terest in building an Octagon Barn. We returned his call and it started a friendship that devel-
oped over the years that included talking about the Barn’s history.

I sent Jim our history book, DVD, newsletters, even blueprint drawings of the Barn made by
Bob Hirn. Jim wanted to know if I could build an Octagon barn. I explained that it was beyond
my capabilities and that I was one of many volunteers who were stewards of the Barn. I sug-
gested he contact the Amish in his community or the timber framer’s association in Iowa.

From the beginning of our conversation Jim talked about traveling to Michigan to see the Octa-
gon Barn in person. Traveling this distance alone would not be easy for Jim so he invited a
friend, Kermit Hanson, to make the trip with him. Kermit, a retired engineer, had an interest in
how the Barn was built. In July 2024, I got a call from Jim. “I am coming to see you guys in
Michigan. Can we get a tour of the Barn?”

The Iowa Boys, as I call them, caught the ferry across Lake Michigan to Ludington and drove to
Clare. Jim called and said, “I will see you in the morning.” There was excitement in his voice
since his dream of traveling here was happening. The trip was 4 years in planning. Ihad
promised I would be there and would have Too Tall and Tammi assist with the events of the
day. Too Tall and Tammi are excellent tour guides, with 12 years of experience, and know the
site well! They were happy to assist and welcome the Iowa Boys to the Octagon Barn.

They arrived August 22nd at 8:30 am and stayed until 4:30 pm, since they had to catch the
ferry early the following morning. We toured the Barn 3 times with Too Tall presenting his
story of how chocolate milk is made. Tammi handled the presentation of the Purdy House, and
we did a golf cart tour to all the buildings. We ended the day with a final sit-down tour in the
Barn arena. I can see why people ask for Too Tall and Tammi to be their guides. I was vey
proud of them. The day ranks as one of the best days I have had at the Thumb Octagon Barn.
Jim Boeding’s trip from Iowa to visit the Octagon Barn is reminiscent of a trip made over 100
years ago when James Purdy traveled from Michigan to Iowa where he visited an Octagon Barn
that inspired his dream of an “air castle”. Ijust wonder if someday we will hear of a large Octa-
gon barn located outside Decorah, Iowa. I would not be surprised.

Throughout the day, there were many questions about how we operate as a 501(c)3. As the day
ended, Jim profoundly stated, “The Friends have done a great job in saving the Octagon Barn,
but I worry about the future. We are not getting any younger and you need to think about
that.”

I'learned Jim Boeding is more than a corn farmer from Iowa. He was on the Board of the Iowa
Barn Foundation and restored several barns on his properties. In Iowa, they have the Freedom
Rock project and Jim is involved in that also. He is an active member of the Friends and has
become a tremendous asset to the Thumb Octagon Barn. You just never know who might visit
the Octagon Barn and what you might learn. Thank you, Iowa Boys, for sharing your time with
us.
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In Memoriam - Gerald Auten

el On November 17, 2024, the Thumb Octagon Barn lost a board member, a master repairman, grist

J ager he remembered filling the hay mounds at the barn working along- )
side of his dad. He has been an active member for the Barn. He took great pride in maintain- r_!,
W &

ing the inventory system and could tell you who donated what. He served on the board and [
has made countless drawings of water lines, electrical, and construction on the barn.

He was especially proud of the equipment he has refurbished. Putting things back together
and giving it a fresh coat of paint. The Loom that was re-constructed was his biggest chal-
lenge. (photo on the right)

His biggest undertaking was preparing the farmers’ breakfast for Fall Family Days for 14 yrs. |
He recruited our entire family and ended up serving 1800 breakfasts in our last year of doing
it. He has made so many fantastic friends with the Barn and participated in the Boys Day Out
every Monday.

I am sorry to say they have lost their biggest marketing rep since he handed out Octagon Barn flyers wherever he went.
We went to the zoo in Detroit, and we all had to stand and wait for Dad to go get an Octagon Barn Flyer out of the car.”

Host Couples 2024

"%« We were very fortunate to have returning this year
{ Ron “Too Tall” and Tammi Hensley (photo on the
left). They have spent 12 years in their role as Host
# Couple and been our mainstay for many, many events
along with greeting and giving tours for our daily visi- [
| tors. Tammi is also known for her great cooking skills. & =

Greg and Jill Hunter came back this year to help with
several events. They love telling the story of the old-

time workings in a grain elevator. Their efforts during

We welcomed Craig and Lynne Hobler and dog, Max, (photo on left) who
came for the first time this year all the way from Branson, Missouri. They
were a very pleasant couple to work with and fit right in with the Barn fam-

| ily. Unfortunately, Lynne had some health problems and they had to leave

§ earlier than planned. We've learned that Lynne has had back surgery and is
B recovering well. We wish them the best and hope to see them again in 2025.
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2025 Event Dates

April 8-Annual Meeting-6PM-Purdy Bank Building

May 5-10-Spring Clean Up-9AM-4PM, rain or shine. Bring rakes or brooms, cleaning supplies, etc.

May 6-Fall Family Days Meeting: 7PM-Munro Building

May 14, 15, 16-School Tours: An educational field trip for students, preschool through 8th grade, plus classes from
high school/Intermediate School District Tech programs.

Saturday, May 24 from 10AM-4PM and Sunday, May 25 from Noon-4PM-Open for tours

May 31st-Rural Mass (closed to the public)

June 7-Thumb Electric Cooperative Annual Meeting-Volunteers needed (Closed to the public)

June 8-Volunteer Picnic and Auction-Picnic starts at 12PM—Auction follows at 1PM (RSVP required)

June 18-Tea Party-11:30AM (contact Tammi Hensley at 865-297-6475 for reservations)

Music Weekend in the Barn: Sometime in July—Dates and music to be determined.

July 26, 27-Open House Weekend-Free tours-Regular hours

August 20-Tea Party-11:30AM (contact Tammi Hensley at 865-297-6475 for reservations)

August 23-Teamwork and Timbers-Fun learning experience for children ages 9-12 from 9gAM-1:30PM (lunch in-
cluded)

September 5-Fish Fry-4PM-7PM

September 6 & 7-Fall Family Days-Step back in time during the 29th annual event. Through displays and demon-
strations, the style and heritage of farming in the early 1900’s comes to life. Large flea market, antique vendors and
crafters on site. Hours —8:00AM—5:00PM.

September 14-Community Church Service in the Barn and a meal follows afterward in the Munro Bldg.
September 29-Closed for the Season

December 6-Volunteer Christmas Party-Information to follow at a later date.

Repairs The Sugar Shack is a

busy place during Fall
Family Days. Mark Bat-
tel, chair of the Sugar
Shack, is pictured below.
The original ramp
needed to be replaced

|

z

to keep them busy. The
| trailer pictured on the
left, donated by Tony

| Grifka, needed a new
wood deck. Itis used to
hold wood for demonstra-
tions in the sawmill. It
sure looks good again.

Great job, thank you!

| nold, Norm Parker,
Paul Deo, Lew Mar-
i tin, Louis Wehrman

| and Mark Battel

Rough Sawn Lumber For Sale worked very hard and

were able to get the
new ramp completed
| before Fall Family
Days. Thank you all
for your hard work
and efforts!

If you are in need of some
lumber, please call 989-

665-0081 to set up an ap-
pointment to purchase this "
lumber. This lumber was

cut at our sawmill on site.
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More Fall Family Days 2024—Thank you to all helpers!

Food is an important part of Fall Family Days and it takes many groups of
| individuals to help feed the over 15,000 visitors who come to our site dur-
§1ing this weekend. The fun starts with the annual Fish Fry, and under the
' ' leadership of Tammi Hensley 1049 dinners were served. We had a huge
; ’Qg crowd. Unfortunately, the size of the fish fillets were causing some issues
 when fried. We have identified the problem, which will be corrected by

W ———— 2] The bean soup crew then started work-
‘T};’l‘lﬂ"“ | 's ing at gPM that evening. With the help
kst i of all of Dan Walz’s brothers and sisters
J| family from Chicago became ill and
| were unable to help), the ham, potatoes,
beans, and vegetables were all cut and
washed and ready to cook. The soup
was on at midnight. Family members
came from South Carolina, Ohio, Pitts-
nd of Dan’s, was also available to help.

burgh and Manistee. “It’s a real family affair”, says Beth Walz. Harvey Bland, a close frie

Then the fabulous Farmer’s Breakfast was prepared and served on Saturday and Sun-
day by the Caro Knights of Columbus #3224 organization. It took 48 volunteers to pre-
pare and serve the 1,673 breakfast meals sold. Thank you, ladies and gentlemen, for

— & assisting with this important func-
| tion. (Photo on the right.)

It would not be FFD’s without the
“must have” fresh, hot donuts.
These are a crowd favorite. Thank
you to the Sharon Cummins’ family
for once again preparing and serving
the donuts. (Photo on left.)

The donuts go down a lot better with
= some apple cider. Peggy Helwig and friend are ready and wait-
ing. (Photo on center left.)

Another busy group is the Thumb Area Antique and Classic Car Club that
| makes homemade ice cream on site and serves different varieties of pies.

| Even though it may be cold outside, the homemade ice cream is a hit!

| The popular kettle popcorn making has been handled by Ray and Carol
Caverly for many years. They are pictured on the left below with Lissa
Lynn, Mark Lynn, Brandon Lynn and Sarah Talaski. Lemonade is also

served on site near the schoolhouse with the help of the Bartnik family. (photo in the center below)
Shelby Lenton is the new chair of the soft pretzel stand. Pictured on the right
below are helpers April Osantoski, Nathan
Michalski and friend.
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Fall Family Days 2025

Martin Kubacki and Dennis Anderson, Co-Chairs

With the new year comes new energy for this year’s events. The theme this year is “Then and Now - See
the Changes!” We hope to progress from horse drawn equipment to today’s modern machinery.

Two areas did come up in our discussion and deserve passing along to all that receive this newsletter: The
first is the need for volunteers. We could not function without the help of all those who come together to
make this weekend happen. Last year, we had close to 400 volunteers help in some capacity throughout
the weekend. You might think that sounds like more than enough, but when you consider we do every-
thing (parking, gate fee takers, demonstrations, food, shuttles, children’s activities, workshops, etc). The
need for volunteers adds up fast. As you can see, it takes a lot of people. So we are making our plea early
on for your “HELP”. We need help from our membership. With over 700 members, getting volunteers
should not be a problem. Put September 5, 6 & 7 on your calendar and let us know how you can help.
Just giving us a few hours of your time would be very much appreciated. We Need You! Call Martin Ku-
backi 989-551-0526 or Dennis Anderson 989-550-4416 so we can pencil you in.

The second area is Sponsorships. The sponsors over the years have given us the start up money to make
Fall Family Days happen. Our expenses keep going up. Many items have to be committed to up front or
purchased and they cannot be returned or canceled. Our total expenses have gone from $50,000 to
$63,000. Sponsorships have been our insurance policy. As we have said many times, if weather inter-
feres with our visitor count, the loss of this income would greatly affect our forward progress. Included
with this newsletter is a sponsor form. For those of you who have helped us in the past, we appreciate
your continued support. If you have not been a sponsor, please give it some consideration.

Our first organizational Fall Family Days meeting will be Tuesday, May 6, 2025, at 7:00PM, at the Munro
Building. All are invited to attend and you are encouraged to bring a friend.

Fall Family Days 2025 is the weekend after Labor Day: The Fish Fry is Friday, September 6th and FFDs
are September 7th and 8th. Looking forward to seeing everyone!

Museum Donations

Miscellaneous items from the estate of John & Eleanor Marker. Donated by Cheryl Jazierski, Essexville

Barn tools, wrenches and ropes in Memory of John Garety. Donated by Dee Garety, Cass City

Grinder wheel form. Donated by Greg Osentoski, Ubly

Auger, paint scraper, cart, wheels. Donated by Jim Osentoski, Ubly

Calf scale. Donated by Jacquie Osborn, Otisville

Wooden water pipe. Donated by Wallace Hagen, Caseville

Miscellaneous items for Purdy Home from the Anna Kubacki Estate, Ubly. Donated by Denise Kubacki

Elmwood Township District 5 school ledger. Donated by Logan Richmond, Pigeon

Saw set display. Donated by Jeff Tompa, Chesaning

Electric motor, grinder arbor, assorted wooden pulleys. Donated by Justin Campbell, Fairgrove

Barn photo album & miscellaneous household items for Purdy Home. Donated by Duaine & Marilyn Phillips, Caro

Cistern pump leathers, fish shanty stove, shovels, crow bars, log tongs, pulleys, wood plane, vise, clamps and cast-

ers. Donated by Ron Spaulding, Cass City

Miscellaneous items for Purdy Home, milk cans, toy wagon & more from the Stott/Dinsmore/Rickwalt Farm.
Donated by Brian Rickwalt, Caro
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Congratulations FFD Raffle Winners!

1. Queen Size Handmade Quilt-Donated by Dorothy and Dan Bergsten: Winner-James Propes, k
Otter Lake, MI

2. John Deere Pedal Tractor-Donated by Tri-County Equipment, Sandusky: Winner- Kathleen
Fahs, Palms, MI

3. $350.00 Amazon Gift Card-Donated by Friends of the Thumb Octagon Barn: Winner-Linda
Quast, Shelby Township, M1

4. New Holland Pedal Tractor-Donated by George and Lavonne Pettinger: Winner-Brenda
Robinson, Snover, MI

5. $300.00 Cash-Donated by ADM, Ubly: Winner-Brenda Robinson, Snover, MI

6. $250.00 Cash-Donated by Ace Saginaw Paving Co., Saginaw: Winner-Lorna Gray, Vassar,
MI

7. Case I-H Red Stake Wagon-Donated by Osentoski Farm Equipment, Bad Axe: Winner-Rob
Steinman, Pigeon, MI (photo on top right)

8. $200.00 Cash-Donated by Nutrien Ag Solutions, Owendale: Winner-Bella Lotter,
Sebewaing, M1

9. $150.00 Gift Certificate-Donated by Gambles Gun Shop & Do-It Best Hdw., Caro: Winner-
Thresa Schumitsch, Millington, MI

10.$100.00 Cash-Donated by Sherry Kappen in Memory of Pat Gibbard: Winner-

Maggie Racette, Pinconning, MI

11.$100.00-Cash-Anonymous Donor: Winner- Tom Young, Upper Sandusky, OH

12. Handmade Afghan-Donated by Gwen Poole: Winner-Liz Schumitsch, Millington,
MI (photo on center right)

Thank you to the raffle team who organized and managed the annual raffle. (photo
on the right). Pictured in the back row are Danielle Hunt and Christine Kotenko.
Sherry Kappen and Carol Wilson are pictured in the front row. Not pictured is team

member Joan Koch. This is an important fundraiser during Fall Family Days!

BENEFACTORS: Donations as of December 2024
The following made a donation of $10.00 or more since our last newsletter.

Patricia Allen, Deford, MI Marie Myszkier, Albuquerque, NM
Lisa & Carl Bednarski, Pigeon, MI Betsy & Mark McKelvey, Chicago, IL
Patricia & Bernard Billingsley, Sanford, MI Deborah & William Posak, China, MI
James R. Boeding, Decorah, IA Gretchen Rodammer, Coleman, MI
Marjorie & Leonard Briolat, Ubly, MI Ivernia Schwartz, Gagetown, MI
Marilyn & Karl DeSimpelare, Unionville, MI Connie & Mike Socier, Saginaw, MI
Sandra Fraylick, Washington, MI Cheryl & Randall Sturm, Pigeon, MI
Janice & Chris Geiger, Lexington, MI Mary & Dennis Smith, Taylor, MI

Neal Hentschl, Harbor Beach, MI Carol Upleger, Brockway, MI

Ron Laeder, Caro, MI Julie Vargo, Cass City, MI

Elizabeth Lambert, Kingston. MI Julie & Joe Zinger, Caro, M1

Calvin Leach, Port Austin, MI Correction from Fall 2024 Newsletter:
Theresa & Ken Micklash, South Lyon, MI Rebecca & James Cambridge, Sandusky, MI
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Memorial Donations

In Memoriam - Ronald Lutz, Sebewaing

Ron was a great supporter for years. He
helped set up for FFDs and drove tractors
pulling the people movers. He also brought
his own tractors for display at FFDs and dur-
ing School Tours. He will be missed.

Ron Lutz Memorials:
Diane & Mark Battel, Cass City
Beth Brown, Sebewaing

Judy & Thomas Cline, Cass City
Marilyn & Karl DeSimplelare, Unionville
Ron & T.J. Elenbaum, Pigeon

Sharon Engelhardt, Gagetown

Gene Fuerst, Sebewaing

Denise & Timothy Gordon, Bad Axe
Lyndsay & Joel Gremel, Sebewaing
Brooke & Dustin Gruehn, Sebewaing
Karen & Rick Heck, Elkton

Herford & Sons, Elkton

Brenda & Don Hofmeister, Sebewaing
Wayne Nitz & Kelsie, Sebewaing

Luci & Martin Kubacki, Ubly

Beth & Dean Kuhl, Sebewaing

Dale Kundinger, Owendale
Kundinger Farms, Sebewaing
Lorraine & Al Kundinger, Sebewaing
Dana & Dave Lutz, Sebewaing

Sandra & Harlon Nueman, Sebewaing
Joe Peyerk & Jill Wildman, Gagetown
Mitch, Katie, Megan & Tracy Schaper, Pigeon
Brenda & Tom Voss, Sebewaing

Clare M Ziehm, Sandusky

Keith Stock Memorials:

Luci & Martin Kubacki, Ubly

Wayne Nitz, Sebewaing

Pat & Ryan Nitz, Sebewaing

Pat & Grant Gettel, Caro

Kevin Loeffler & Kim Loeffler, Gagetown

Pat Hester Memorial:

Beth & Brad Kitchin, Mesa, AZ
Gary Rockefeller Memorial:
Dean Kuhl, Sebewaing

Marge and Donald Schwartz Memorial:

Gerald Prich, Bad Axe

Gerald Auten Memorials:

Dennis Anderson, Cass City

Shirley & Dave Bates, North Branch

Diane & Mark Battel, Cass City

John Blair, Bad Axe

Beth Brown, Sebewaing

Judy & Jim Brown, Cass City

Dan Caister & Valerie Hudson, Cass City

Rebecca Caister, Caro

Susan & Durell Caister, Bay City

Brenda & Gary Chuslo, Plymouth

Shelly & William Corsini, Bad Axe

Lorraine Craig, Bad Axe

Char & Jon Fahrner, Cass City

Diane Rapson Gabil, Essexville

Lorna Gray, Vassar

Tammy & Darrin Grifka, Peck

Christine Buehrley Harris & Kenneth,
Palmetto, FL

Peggy Hellwig, Owendale

Hunter Herzberger, Vassar

Dorothy Hill, Snover

Mary Ann Hirn, Cass City

Luann & Rod Hurley, Brown City

Dean Hutchinson, Cass City

Mary & Bud Inbody, Snover

Sandy & Terry Keinath, Reese

Joan Koch, Gagetown

Luci & Martin Kubacki, Ubly

Ann, Randy & Paul Loy, Burlington, NC

Maurer Electric, Bad Axe

Kris & Dave Milligan, Cass City

Stephanie & Aaron Morden, Decker

Connie & Marty Osentoski, Cass City

Mindy & Ron Parrott, Grand Blanc

Betty Powell Family, Cass City

Kristy & Paul Powell, Freeland

Pam & Morris Powell, Cass City

Lynn & Jim Prime, Fairgrove

Rose & Bill Putnam, Cass City

Elaine Radloff, Decker

Joan & Rich Sattleberg, Alva, FL

Schuette Farms, Elkton

Cathy & Richard Stacer, Ubly

Stacey & Steve Steeley, Decker

Two-Cylinder Club, Ubly

Gina & Don Warner, Vassar

Linda & Louis Wehrman, Reese

Winter 2025
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Girls Love Tea Parties!
Eve Block, great-great

granddaughter of former
owners of the Thumb
Octagon Barn, John &

= Felicia Lelonek, attended

i Next Meetings :

! The Executive Committee meetings will be held the second

! Tuesday at 6:00 PM at the Purdy Bank Building in Gagetown
! during the winter months.

1
; School Tours Meetings: March 3, 2025, April 7, 2025 & May 5,
i 2025 at 12:30 PM, Rawson Memorial Library, Cass City

i FFD Meeting: Tuesday, May 5, 2025 7PM-Munro Building

: the tea party in August L e ot e e mim !
2024 with her grand- : l\}e‘;’sfet ;e.r ______________________________________ :
: mother, Brenda Block. ; ;
2 Eve won this tea pot as a i Database and Labels...........ccocuevneunece. David Eichler i
= door prize and has played I I
with it everyday since she L 6 11810 V-SSR Grace Janowski !
: won it. We hope to see : . :
Eve back at a tea party i Newsletter Coordinator & Layout......... Rose Putnam :
this year! : Photos.......cccceeueene Connie Osentoski & Rose Putnam :
More Donations Blacksmith Shop

Pictured on the right are four 16’ black Everyone should
walnut logs donated by Mary Ashcroft B make a stop at the
Seehagen, Caro. Pictured on the right .

. Blacksmith Shop.
below is a log tractor and wagon, -
which were handmade and donated by The demonstrations
Rick Grouze of Gage- in the Blacksmith
town. Tammi Hensley Shop attracts young
kept them full of flow- and old, b oys an d
ers all summer and . .
added pumpkins during [ girls alike. The

FFDs. This was a very
colorful addition to the
site.

young man in the photo on the right is fashioning a
nail on the anvil. Lew Martin, our blacksmith in the
back, is supervising.




