Octagon Barn News

Home of the Thumb Agricultural Museum

Our mission is to maintain a volunteer group of Friends of the Thumb Octagon Barn
involved in the restoration and preservation of the barn complex as an educational tool
preserving our rural and agricultural history for the benefit of our visitors.
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President’s Message

There are so many exciting things happening at the Thumb Octagon
Barn this year that I don’t know where to start.

A new exhibit building is now on site.. We started work on the founda-
tion last fall and on the building itself after school tours. We would
like to thank Jim Osentoski for his donation of 32 tons of
processed gravel for the foundation. All is complete except for
the electric hook-up. This building has been named in honor of Bob
Hirn, who had a great impact on our project from the time he became
7= involved. We will
8 be able to show-
case many trac-
tors and other

**| farm equipment
and then have

the ability to move
them in or out of

the building when
needed. We thank

Martin Kubacki for jmes
spearheading this -
project.

Thumb Octagon Barn chosen by Delta College PBS Station

We are pleased to announce that on Sunday, June 29, 2025, the Thumb Octa-
gon Barn was featured on Delta College Public Media station 19-1. Ron Bea-
com and his crew came out to do an interview for their program called
“Second Act: Life at 50+”. The program is 8.24 minutes long and can be seen
on You Tube. Here is the link: https://youtu.be/9bKSPnhBosQ

We would like to thank the Jared and Kassy Sorenson family and grandpar-
ents, Craig and Carolyn Sorenson, who assisted in the feature. And thank you,
Barb Kirn, our school marm, who assisted.



https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2F9bKSPnhBosQ%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExN2loOXp4UjY2SUprVHlpRgEeNOjDBPOq8-xru-u-515Xxv_6zWhgzCEIvRUIcuUI8KgyDfNZteiUQrQ7RDo_aem_u0gHU8de3WVolXTXWlt87A&h=AT3GcBc8pfrA8i83khUX4mpqPcET2sDuX6e8y-2t-
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School Tours 2025

The general consensus was that School Tours 2025 was successful in meeting its “Mission Statement: Today
Everyday...Educating...Improving...Working...To Save History For Tomorrow’s Future!”

Volunteers helped about 900 students from seven counties - pre-school through 8th grade - to make educa-
tional learning memories they will remember for their lifetime! Due to the storm/wind on Thursday night, sev-
eral schools/classes did not attend on Friday because their school districts were closed due to not having elec-
trical power.

School Tours 2025 used SCHED.com computer software program for scheduling again this year. Almost all of
the educators themselves scheduled which Stations they wished their students to attend - David Jaroch did a
great job in this aspect of School Tours 2025.

For School Tours 2025, 143 volunteers were involved in the “behind the scenes” initial brainstorming, the
planning, the set-up, clean-up, and/or actual three day event. Of this number, 25 were 1st time volunteers for a
School Tours event, plus another 7 were students from high schools in the area. Joan Merchant was again such
an asset for School Tours 2025, in using her time/skills in contacting/assigning the tour guides and other help-
ers for Stations. All the chairpersons for the Stations and the Support Areas did a TERRIFIC job in pulling this
event together! Even when the storm/wind took down two tents plus other damage on Thursday night, many of
the volunteers arrived early Friday morning with tools in their hands to “fix what was broken!” As School
Tours 2025 Site Director, Byron Arnold’s organizational skills and practical knowledge about everything me-
chanical made School Tours 2025 another wonderful success! I tried to make sure all the volunteers knew that
they were VERY, VERY appreciated for all they do and all their knowledge. There are many unsung heroes in
this group of volunteers for School Tours 2025. The late Margaret Sergeant told me, “The Barn brings people
together”. The Barn has brought people together through the School Tours event and many of these people 1
otherwise would never have even met, PLUS through the years these people have become MY friends! THANK
YOU!

Thanks to the photographic skills of Connie Osentoski, photos of the three day event are on Facebook. One of
the volunteers for School Tours wears MANY hats! Joan Koch, TOB Treasurer, met the busses/vehicles upon
entry to the site, packed & distributed learning materials bags to all educators for their students, collected/
counted the fees paid by the students/educators/chaperones, plus ‘manned’ the souvenir Station!

Photo on the left is the egg hatching station. The center photos is a boy on stilts. The photo on the top right is

the honey/bee demonstration. The bottom right photo are children sitting on hay bales near the schoolhouse.
B 2\ : [0 SN~ 18 +|

You are never too old to volunteer. Henry Bartnik, whois | 8 _
i 08, is pictured on the left volunteering during School
Tours. Henry worked alongside his son, Jerry, parking
| cars. ‘Thank You to volunteers of all ages!”

Diane Rapson Gabil, Chair
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Fall Family Days is Fast Approaching

By: Martin Kubacki and Dennis Anderson, Co-Chairmen

Our FFD’s event entitled “Then and Now-See the Changes” is only weeks away and the to-do list seems rather
lengthy. However, with the dedicated help that we have, as in the past, it will get done.

The grounds will be laid out a little differently this year. We are adding around 20 new vendor spots, which will be
located south of the Purdy Home. We are moving to that location. Exhibitors will be further south across the drive-
way entrance. We are making these changes because the vendor list keeps growing. Also, new this year is the “Bob
Hirn Exhibit Building”, which will house restored tractors and machinery on permanent display. Another new item
is the “Baker Fan” donated by Jim Stange in memory of Ronald & Margery Stange of Vassar. (see article below) This
unique item will be in operation during FFDs.

Our field demonstrations will still include the threshing, baling of hay, potato digging, and pickle sorting. The mini
garden tractors will be back. The Sawmill, Blacksmith Shop, sorghum pressing, apple cider pressing and Grain Ele-
vator demonstrations will be going on as well. In addition, always everyone’s favorite, the Broom Maker, Live Ani-
mals, Dairy Display and Bee Demonstrations will take place inside the Octagon Barn.

The “all you can eat” Fish Fry will be on Friday, September 5th from 4-7PM. We will be serving Alaskan Pol-
lock this year, a better quality fish fillet.

FFD event dates are Saturday, September 6th, and Sunday, September 7th, from 8:00AM to 5:00PM. A farmer’s
breakfast will be served both mornings. Delicious homemade donuts, pretzels, homemade pie and ice cream, kettle
popcorn and apple cider are featured on the front lawn. There will be a wide variety of food in the Munro Building
too. As always, several food satellite stations will be set up in other locations.

Be sure to stop and see the exhibit set up showcasing our theme—"Then and Now-See the Changes”. Time truly does
move along! Our plans are coming together and we are sure you will love the exhibit when you see it!

We are looking forward to seeing you the weekend of September 6th and 7th. As always, we need you! If you can
give a few hours of your time to volunteer, please call Martin Kubacki at 989-551-0526 or Dennis Anderson at 989-
550-4416. We desperately need help!!

The final two FFD meetings are Tuesday, July 29th, and Tuesday, August 26th, at 7:00PM in the Munro Building.
Please come and join us as we put the finishing touches on our biggest event of the year and don’t forget to bring a
friend! SEE YOU SOON!

What is a Baker Fan???

The Baker Fan was developed by the Baker Co. in the early 1900’s or
before as a load for running-in new steam engines.

The amount of power required varies by the cube of the speed. Doubling
the speed requires 8 times as much horse power.

The fan has 2 pulleys on it to compensate for the different belt speeds of
steam engines and tractors.

Please come to Fall Family Days to see it operate!




Page 4 Thumb Octagon Barn News Summer 2025

Spring Clean-Up

It takes many hands and a lot of effort to get the site ready for School Tours and opening to the public in
May We thank all the volunteers who spent their precious time to get the site looking great and also the
: - - | chairpersons of the buildings on site who managed the work crews.

| It takes a lot of time to mow. A new mower was needed to replace a mower that

" Connie Osentoski and all who help
keep ALL the flower beds on site weeded and looking great.

Annual Volunteer Dinner & Auction

We give our heartfelt thank you to all the folks who attended the June 8th Dinner/Auction at the Thumb Octagon
Barn. The purpose of this event is to say "THANK YOU" for the support all of our volunteers provided over the past
year. Without the generous support from our volunteer community, we would not be where we are today.

] A special salute to K & K Catering for the delicious meal. Carole Kata

| and her crew did an excellent job once again, setting the stage for Marty
and Dave Osentoski who conducted our auction. Many people com-
mented on what a great meal it was and what a fantastic job Marty and
Dave did with the auction. This was a fun event and you never know
what will happen during the auction. Great Job!

| A special thank you to all those that brought or sent items to be auc-
tioned, and a big thank you to those who were successful bidders. With
- — proceeds from this auction, we pay for this meal and what is left over
goes to the general fund of the Octagon Barn. It's exciting to see the items cross the auction block. We, again, had
items from California to Florida from supporters who could not participate in the auction, but wanted to donate to
the Octagon Barn. There is a story behind each donation, a special connection and appreciation for what the Octagon
Barn represents. To everyone who donated an item for the auction, thank you. Great Job!

While we cannot talk about all donations, there is one donation that is symbolic of all and requires a very special rec-
ognition. You see, the ladies who volunteer at the Octagon Barn, are excellent cooks, so we are blessed with many
baked goods at the auction. It has become a tradition that no Octagon Barn auction is complete unless we have a
raspberry pie made by Mary Ann Hirn. Even prior to the auction, we received phone calls such as "Is Mary Ann Hirn
bringing her raspberry pie?” We even had a phone bidder on call during the auction. You see, it’s tradition, and her
pie has a special meaning that goes back many years. Well Mary Ann was able to bake her pie and be in attendance
to see it auctioned. The winning bid was $675.00. A special thank you to Mary Ann. We appreciate you and all who
donated baked goods for the auction. Pies went high, from $50 to $175. Yes, we like pie. Good Job!

Hats off to Joan Koch and thanks
for all the work she has done pre-
paring for this event. We had one
Y of our best years ever. We re-
ceived very positive comments
from the membership. We appre-
| ciate your feedback. It was fun

1 and we leave you with one final
thought THANK YOU ALL.

By: Dennis Anderson, Dinner/Auction Co-chair
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Welcome Sign Repaired Visitor Welcome Center Updates

Our Visitor Welcome Center entrance

r—

The welcome sign
h & needed some repairs and refreshing. A E——_‘
at the enirance to new porch with an additional handle was |17 i n

Bt B : . i
the Barn needed a : | made by Barry Kreiner. Ron Kuenzli iR COME B

. . I" Ring Bell For Guide
made the new welcome sign. Tammi - ADMISSON500FerPerson
. . . I T
Hensley is also working on sprucing up | ™= ||
= [ —

new “Closed”
sign. Thank you
Ron Kuenzli for

4 the sign where

our hours are listed. The

the replacement. [ PEPSIREY &
» !”‘ building looks much more

welcoming for our visitors.

| Thank you all!

Potato Planting

On May 12, 2025, Walther Farms
came to plant potatoes in the dem-
onstration field just south of the
Munro Building. It is amazing to
watch the process. The plants are in
full bloom right now. The potatoes

will be available for sale during
FFDs.

Tea Party

It was “Tea Time” at the Purdy Home on i
¥ Wednesday, June 18, 2025. The attendees were [

M treated to the history and techniques of quilting
by Lorna Gray. Lorna is a gifted quilter who has [
made several beautiful quilts. She has many '
talents and volunteers at the Barn regularly.
Glenda Wilson brought a quilt made by Cora
Purdy (original owner of the Purdy Home) for

her daughter, Florence Purdy. The luncheon was prepared and served by our volun-

teers pictured on the left below: Isabella Putnam, Rose Putnam, Tammi Hensley,
Joan Merchant, Kathie Moss, and Tori Pine. The ladies also enjoyed door prizes. Carolyn Sorenson donated
quilted party favors for all in attendance.
Thank you. It was a fun day!!
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Benefactors: Donations as of June 1, 2025
The following made a donation of $10.00 or more since the last newsletter!

Bill & Kelly Alberts, Plymouth
Raymond Baur, Unionville
William & Melissa Blunt, Sebewaing
Karen Boomer, Lapeer

Barb Chambers, Troy

Robert & Petra Chisholm, Caro
Donald & Elva Cleland, Sandusky
Roger & Nancy Conley, Reese
Dan & Jean Creyts, Charlotte
Janet Cummings, Mt. Pleasant
Wayne Dillon, Cass City

Gayle Eagle, Sandusky

Ken Endersbe, Bay City

Fred & Faith Fahrner, Owendale
Louis & Deborah Fehner, Bad Axe
Russel & Carol Fisher, Caro

Don Gaeth, Gagetown

Janet Garrett, Troy

Barbara Hatfield, Swartz Creek
Jan & Michael Holik, Caro

Greg & Jill Hunter, Capac

Fred Kapa, Caro

Diana Kausch, Sanford

Karl & Anita Kirk, Lapeer

Clare & Judy Koenigsknecht, Fowler
Joan Kuhne, Frankenmuth

Pete & Marilyn Leiterman, Gagetown
Donald & Carla McKimmy, Bad Axe
Beverly Monro, Manton

Janet Muntz, Cass City

Gail Osbourn, Macomb

Charlie & Sharron Patterson, Lapeer
Michael & Drucille Pisarek, Gagetown
David Preston, Clare

Judy Ann Rau, Reese

Philip & Ellen Roth, Bad Axe

John & Margaret Russel, Attica
Susan Scott, Saginaw

Lisa Thompson, Port Austin

Richard & Linda Tonkin, Fairgrove
Lawrence Tribula, Sandusky

Dave & Penny Turner, Mayville
Susan Walker, Caro

Paul & Jennifer Williamson, Edgewood, WA

Memorial Donations

School Tours Donations

Jerry Auten
Janet Muntz, Cass City

George & Glenda Wilson, Gagetown

Robert (Bob) DeLong
Duey & Karen Holz, Filion

Kevin Loeffler
Kim Loeffler, Gagetown
George & Glenda Wilson, Gagetown

Charles Pardee
Beverly Monro, Manton

Margaret Sergeant
Tom Barton, Saint Clair Shores

Joyce Sheldon
Janet Muntz, Cass City

Bill Sorenson of Brown City

Norm & Patti Parker, Cass City
Dave & Shelli Park, Brown City
Dave & Charline Gingell, Brown City

Jim Ware
George & Glenda Wilson, Gagetown

All who donated food and their time for School Tours
Farmer’s Co-op Grain Co., Cass City: whole corn

Family Farm and Home: frisbees & can cozies for chil-
dren’s packets

Greg Alexander: coloring books

Donated by Robert McLachlan, Cass City: a case of
sausage for Monday Boy’s Day Out

Museum Donations

Mary Barringer: magazine

Donald & Elva Cleland: cattle syringe, thermometer,
— = ear notcher, and stethoscope

Karen Sayers: 6 hay slings

Joan Ware: primitive wooden
screw and wooden vice tool.
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Rural Mass

On Saturday, May 31, 2025, at 11:00AM, Bishop Robert Gruss, along with fellow clergy, pre-
sided at the annual Rural Life Mass, a cherished tradition that brings the Catholic commu-
nity together to celebrate the agricultural life defining the Thumb region. The Mass at the
historic Thumb Octagon Barn in Gagetown drew numerous attendees who came to honor the
unique culture of rural living and pray for good harvest in their fields, gardens, hearts and
community. Below are links to the Saginaw Diocese Face book page that features photos and
alink to a 25 minute pod cast with John Gonzalez discussing the rural mass concept. Paul
Deo is pictured in the photo to the right and Dennis Anderson is pictured
with Bishop Gruss in the photo to the right below.
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/16aQ5DwTdb/
https://youtu.be/P7Afj4sI1tk?si=1jasH5W9COmM6ghT _

The photos below are used with permission from the Catholic Diocese of Saginaw.

We are so pleased to announce that the Cass City Historical
Society has donated the Park Phaeton Carriage to the
Thumb Octagon Barn. The carriage was on loan and has
.\ been displayed in the garage for many years. The story of

. 7 the Jake Striffler family in Buffalo, New York over 100
years ago. The “Park” portion of the name came because Lords and Ladies in London enjoyed
riding carriages through parks. The “Phaeton” name means “the shining one” in Greek my-
thology. It was a carriage of royalty at the time.” More history is available in the One Room
School Museum. Also, come to view the lanterns that are a special feature for the carriage.
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Rug Loom Operator Needed! : éNext Meetings :

 The Executive Committee meetings will be held

T . .
Try anew skill! We are IOOklng fora 1the second Tuesday of each month at the Purdy

1
1
1
H 1
person to operate the rug loom in the : 'Bank Building in Gagetown. :
=
loft of the Octagon Barn. We have : ;Fall Family Days Meetings: July 29, 2025 and I
= . 1
1

. . . : !August 26, 2025 at the Munro Building on site.
the instruction book as a guide. T I
B e e e \
Please contact i Newsletter ;
| i
Rose Putnam I Database and Labels...........cccccrvervennne. David Eichler 1
at 989-444- P o
g 9 444 PEIting.....cooveeeierieneeeeeeteeeereeene Grace Janowski !
9574 if you are ! !
. ' Newsletter Coordinator & Layout......... Rose Putnam !
interested. ! !
: Photos......ccccuu....... Connie Osentoski & Rose Putnam :

Thumb Electric Co-operative Hosts Annual Meeting

On June 7, 2025, Thumb Electric Co-operative held its 87th Annual Meet-
ng at the Thumb Octagon Barn. Following their meeting and luncheon, fun
i was had in the Kids’ Tent with face painting, and a T

lown, followed by barrel train rides and a candy drop. A . /
8 new event was the hot- |l
line demonstration given [ i
by Jim Vogel, journey- & \
man lineman, and Anthony Schember, safety director. [ 7 Qi s
Every adult and child should take time to learn the s A,
importance of safety if involved in a hot-line incident! EE7THS




