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Thumb Octagon Barn 

Agricultural Museum 

Happy Spring to everyone!  The activity at the Octagon Barn slows down in the winter months, 

but does not stop due to the efforts of our volunteers.  I would like to thank every volunteer who 

has given of their time and energy to continue to provide a great experience of rural life for 

those who have not had this opportunity.  I am happy to report that we have 2 new volunteers.  

Brian Peters will be taking on the role of chair of the One Room Country School Museum.  Beth 

Brown, chair of the One Room Country School, will be guiding Brian in his new role.  Nathan 

Prill has agreed to offer his time and skills to the processing of sorghum and pressing cider.  He 

is also anxious to learn the skill of rope making.  We welcome these gentlemen to the fold. 

We would also like to invite YOU to consider helping in an activity or two if  you are not cur-

rently doing so.  Martin Kubacki and Dennis Anderson talk about the need for volunteers dur-

ing Fall Family Days in the article on page 5.  School Tours is another event that succeeds be-

cause of the large number of volunteers involved.   

President’s Message 

Spring 2025  

Home of the Thumb Agricultural Museum 

Our mission is to maintain a volunteer group of Friends of the Thumb Octagon Barn 

involved in the restoration and preservation of the barn complex as an educational tool 

preserving our rural and agricultural history for the benefit of our visitors. 

June 8th is the date for the volunteer dinner/auction at the Thumb Octagon Barn.  The 

doors open at 12:00pm with dinner served at 1:00pm.  

The purpose of the event is to say THANK YOU to our volunteers and sponsors who make 

it possible to continue the mission of the Thumb Octagon Barn. 

We have K & K Catering returning to prepare the food and all that is required is that you 

register by giving your name and address to Joan Koch by phone or text at 989-325-0041 

or email at cookie_48726@yahoo.com or call Denny Anderson 989-550-4416 so we can 

get an accurate count for dinner.  The dinner is by RESERVATION ONLY.  Your 

TICKET will be mailed to you and will also serve as your bid number for the live auction.  

Deadline to register is June 1, 2025. 

There will be NO SILENT AUCTION  this year. 

However, we ask that you bring an item to be auctioned. We are fortunate to have Marty 

Osentoski for our auctioneer again this year.  Many have told us that this is their favorite 

event of the year with good food followed by a fun filled auction.  

We will have a 50/50 drawing, Joan's special can prize drawings, and outside donations 

sent in from folks living in California to Florida. In this way, those who live a long ways 

away will have a chance to be a part of the live auction and contribute to the Thumb Octa-

gon Barn. Money from the event goes to pay for the meal and to help with the two new 

buildings going up this year. 

Joan Koch and Denny Anderson will serve as your MCs with no formal program other 

than the live auction.  You are the program, the event is for you.  We thank you for coming. 

It will be a fun day with Friends. 

Annual Dinner/Auction 



Please take note: This is the official notification of our Annual Meeting which is 
scheduled for Tuesday, April 8, 2025, at 7:00 PM at the Purdy Bank in 
downtown Gagetown. Along with the general business agenda we will be hav-
ing an election of officers for a two year term for the following positions: 
 
 2nd Vice President  
 Treasurer 
 Recording Secretary 
 
If you would like to nominate someone, or yourself, please let a member of the 
Nominating Committee know: Martin Kubacki (989-551-0526) or Patti Parker 
(989-670-3106).  As part of the agenda, more nominations will be accepted at the 
meeting!  
Light refreshments will be served. We hope to see you there! 

New Furnace in  

Purdy Home 

Annual Meeting Notice 
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In December, the furnace in the Purdy Home 

started to malfunction.  The main control 

board was bad and obsolete.  We were fortu-

nate to have Kundinger and Kroll, Inc. in Se-

bewaing obtain a new furnace and install it. 

Pictured is 

the new 

unit, which 

will be 

much more 

efficient.  

Thank you 

to Byron 

Arnold for 

handling 

this matter 

during our 

cold spell. 

Winter at the Barn 

This past winter was quite a challenge with 

larger amounts of snow than we’ve seen in a 

few years. 

One Monday, a few volunteers attempted to 

come to the Barn.  However, Richie Road 

was blown in with snow and most cars or 

trucks would get stuck.  Bud Anthes came to 

the rescue and plowed snow on Richie Road 

so the volunteers could get to the Munro 

Building.  Thank you, Bud! 

Paul Deo has a 4wheel drive pickup and 

brought Karen & Wayne Lenton and Jack 

Hill to the site to get the tables we promised 

for the toy show in Caro. 

We certainly have very dedicated volunteers 

who go above and beyond! 
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Construction To Start On New Exhibit Building 

We are very fortunate to have acquired wonderful donations of farm equipment over the years.  Our Sawmill and 

storage building are full.  During the winter months, many items are also stored in the Munro Building.  These items 

are moved for display to various locations on site when we are open.  It takes a lot of muscle and help to get this 

done.  We are also getting more donation offers.  It was agreed that a new building was needed to properly showcase 

these items.   
 

In the Fall of 2024, the site was prepared to build a 40’x 100’ storage building as an Exhibit Building. It is located 

just south of the Munro Building where the driveways cross to the Barn, Sawmill and open field.  (Photo is view from 

the Munro Building looking south.) The base has been started with a layer of sand and materials, which were pur-

chased before the lumber prices started rising following the fires in California and elsewhere in the US.  Work will 

start progressing sometime in June. 

We are happy to announce that the name of the new building is the “Bob Hirn Exhibit Building.” 
 

 

New Music Events Coming in July! 

Friday, July 11, 2025, rising Country Western star, 

Waylon Hanel, and a band member who will be playing 

steel guitar, are coming to the Thumb Octagon Barn for the 

first time.  Waylon has been opening for many big name 

artists, including some in Nashville.  We are proud to say 

that he is from the Millington area. 
 

The scheduled program consists of hits from today’s coun-

try lineup from 7-9PM or later, if the crowd is asking for 

more. 
 

The next weekend, on Friday, July 18, 2025, from 7-9 

PM or later there will be a Barn Dance with some instruc-

tion. 
 

Then on Saturday, July 19, 2025, a new event is being 

offered.  There will be a line dance workshop from 4-6 PM 

followed by a dinner break on site from 6-7PM.  From 7-

9PM or later, the new learned skills will be put to test dur-

ing another Barn Dance with some instruction from Carol 

Daughtery. 
 

Donations will be accepted all 3 evenings. 

Come and enjoy this new venue!  
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General Store Coming Soon! 

We want to take you back in time to experience living a simple life when the local General Store was the 

focal point of rural communities.  Life was not easy, but life was good thanks to the General Store that 

aided families in being self-reliant. 

The merchandise sold reflected the needs of the community, i.e., dry goods, bulk food items, penny hard 

candy and the essential tools to “do it yourself” at home  Our vendors are already offering to sell their 

homemade items at the General Store.  We recently received a huge donation from the Heritage Home 

Farm Museum in Essexville of artifacts that are period appropriate advertising displays for a general 

store.  (see article on page  6) 

Going to the General Store was also a social event.  The atmosphere was cordial and friendly with time 

to visit with your neighbors, talk about politics and on occasion play a game of checkers.  Often basic 

services were provided such as a postal service where you could send and receive mail.  If you had a bad 

tooth ache, you might find relief at the makeshift dental chair located in the corner.  The front porch 

provides a potential venue for store greeters and even street performers that were common back years 

ago.  They were called “buskers”, and the art of busking is practiced at the Thumb Octagon Barn.  You 

will meet many people at our General Store, to welcome you and share their stories.  In the past we have 

had Wilson from the movie Cast Away, Johnny Appleseed, Clara Barton, LT the Shanty Boy and even 

Smokey Bear.  The General Store will be a meeting place, a teaching station for historical characters, as 

well as our regular host greeters. 

Our leadership team consists of Connie Osentoski, the chair of the General Store Committee.  She has 

oversight responsibilities for the project build and will oversee the store after completion of the building 

phase.  Dave Nicol has volunteered to serve as the construction manager and will collaborate with the 

contractors building the General Store.  Mimi Nicol is responsible for the visual drawings and illustra-

tions that are vital blueprint details of the structure.  (see sketch below)  Dennis Anderson is responsible 

for grant writing and fundraising for the project and will also be responsible for organizing our greeters 

and buskers who serve the venue.  Joan Koch will serve dual roles on the project.  First as design con-

sultant assisting with the project interior build and as Treasurer of the Friends of the Thumb Octagon 

Barn, she will monitor the budget.  

The General Store will be located 

next to the One Room Country  

School Museum.  

 

(The photo to 

the left is what 

a case of goods 

may have 

looked like in a 

General Store.) 



The Teamwork and Timbers project was held once again on Saturday, August 24, 2024.  Students 

from 9-12 years of age are invited to help erect a quarter-scale, timber-frame model barn.  Materials 

are provided by the Michigan Barn Preservation Network.  This 3-D hands-on event demonstrates his-

toric construction techniques while challenging students to use their math, science, and engineering 

skills. Participants learn to handle tools of the trade and the skill of boring holes for the joints.  And of 

course, they learn to work as a team.  The program is under the leadership of Jared Sorenson and Paul 

Deo (pictured below on the left with students). In the photo the completed bent is being placed in the 

base of the barn.  In the center photo, Rylan Kappen is putting together a mortise and tenon joint on 

the tie beam while Braylon Kady is watching from behind.  The event is a one day project from 9AM-

2:30PM and will be held again on Saturday, August 23, 2025.  Please visit our website for details of 

the program and to register.  Upon completion the constructed barn remains on display in the arena 

of the Thumb Octagon Barn until Fall Family Days.  Come and visit the display. 

Teamwork & Timbers 
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Fall Family Days Meeting 

Just a reminder.  We are having our first organizational 

meeting on Tuesday, May 6, 2025, at 7:00PM at the 

Munro Building. 

If you cannot chair your committee in your area, please 

let us know so we can find someone to replace you.  We 

are making several changes to the grounds this year 

and will have an update on those.  

As always, if you have some new ideas, please come 

and share them with us.  And we are looking to be big-

ger and better.  Hope to see you at the meeting and 

don’t forget to bring a friend! 

Martin Kubacki & Dennis Anderson, Co-Chairs 



Memorials 
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Jim Ware: 

Beth Brown, Sebewaing 

Martin & Luci Kubacki, Ubly 

Joan Merchant, Cass City 

Bev Perry, Cass City 

Rose Putnam, Cass City 

Diane Rapson-Gabil, Essexville 

Louis & Linda Wehrman, Reese 

Janice Winter, Cass City 

 

Marilyn Peters: 

Shelly Corsini, Bad Axe 

Rose Putnam, Cass City 

 

Annie Simon: 

Rose Putnam, Cass City 

 

Kevin Loeffler: 

Kim Loeffler, Gagetown 

 

 

Donations 

Clark Alcock, Lambertville, MI 

Robert & Denise Brundage, Jefferson City, MO 

Paul & Linda Elandt, Port Hope, MI 

Dustin & Brook Gruehn, Sebewaing, MI 

Robert Harcourt, Madison Heights, MI 

Diane & Ray Hinkley, Sterling Heights, MI 

Daniel & Louise Hodges, Caro, MI 

Ed Mantey & Sons, Fairgrove, MI 

Kenneth Rohloff, McMillian, MI  

Kirk & Marian Schuman, Bad Axe, MI 

Kim Strunz, Caro, MI 

Garber Heritage House Farm Museum Donations 

In October of 2024, we received a call from the Garber 

Heritage House Farm Museum in Essexville informing 

us that their museum was due to be demolished and 

asking if we would like any museum items.  A crew 

from the Barn made several trips and brought back 

some wonderful items for the Octagon Barn, the Purdy 

Home, the upcoming new General Store and miscella-

neous farm implements.   

We thank the Garber Museum staff for their kind gen-

erosity and are sorry for the loss of their museum. 

Scythe donated by Maurice Hagg, Gagetown, MI 

Goat Yoke donated by Mary (Wilson) Smith, Taylor, 

MI 

 

 

 

 

 

Museum Donations 
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In Memoriam 

On January 15, 2025, the Thumb Octagon 

Barn lost volunteer, James Ware, of Cass City.   

Jim volunteered at the One Room Country 

School for many years.  Jim was a teacher at 

heart.  When the One Room Country School 

Museum was opened, he took an immediate 

interest and became chair.  It was wonderful to 

see the beautiful window displays and mu-

seum item displays that Jim created.  He also 

learned to fix and play a player piano.  No task 

was too small.  He was often on his hands and 

knees weeding or planting in the gardens in 

front of the museum.  Jim was well liked by all 

he met.  He will be greatly missed. 

Another great teacher was Marilyn Peters 

who passed on February 6, 2025.  She dedi-

cated her life to the field of education and 

served in many positions.  She brought her 

love of education to the Thumb Octagon 

Barn and volunteered at the One Room 

Country School.  Marilyn also loved the 

Purdy Home.  We are so sorry to say goodbye 

to this wonderful lady. 

On January 12, 2025, we were so sorry to hear of the passing 

of Annie Simon of Bad Axe. 

Annie  brought her marketing skills to the Barn and did the 

advertising for Fall Family Days, which was a BIG job. She 

was the marketing director for Bay Port State Bank since 

2002. Prior to working for BPSB, she worked for Macomb 

Daily Newspaper. She also owned and operated a motel and 

cider mill. She was an avid horse woman, bicyclist and world 

adventurer.  With this background and her love of agriculture, 

she was a great asset in many areas at the Barn.  She will be in 

our hearts and greatly missed as well. 



Did you notice the new logo on the 

front page? 

We thought it was time to make a change.  

The former logo was from the time we 

started over 30 years ago!   We’ve come a 

long way since then and wanted to high-

light that the Thumb Octagon Barn is now 

in great shape! 

Friends of the  

THUMB OCTAGON BARN  

PO BOX 145 

 6948 RICHIE RD.  

GAGETOWN, MI  48735-0145   

989-665-0081  

Non-Profit Org. 

U.S. Postage   
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___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Next Meetings : 

The Executive Committee meetings will be held the sec-

ond Tuesday of each month at 7:00 PM at the Munro 

Building beginning on May 13, 2025. 

Annual Mtg: Apr. 8, 2025-7PM-Purdy Bank, Gagetown 

Fall Family Days Meeting:  May 6, 2025-7PM-Munro Bldg. 

Newsletter  

Database and Labels…………….…...…....David Eichler  

Editing…………………………...…………..Grace Janowski 

Newsletter Coordinator & Layout……...Rose Putnam 

Photos……..….…….Connie Osentoski & Rose Putnam 

Help Wanted!! 

Digitizing Photos   

Work has begun on organizing the huge 

amount of photos from the collection of 

Margaret Sergeant!  If interested in 

helping, or if you know of a business, 

school organization or another source 

that may have the skills and equipment 

for digitizing these photos, please con-

tact Rose Putnam at 989-444-9574 or 

Patti Parker at 989-665-0081. 

The porch on the front of the 

Purdy Home is in need of re-

pair.  With the help of      

Harvey Reaver, the work has 

started.  We hope to have 

this project completed by 

summer. 

Purdy Home Porch Repair 


