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We are deeply grateful that Fall Family Days continues to thrive powered by 

the dedication and hard work of our volunteers.  It is their passion, time and 

commitment that make it possible to offer a safe, educational and fun experi-

ence for all who attend. 

Long before the gates open and long after they close, countless hours are 

spent preparing, maintaining and improving every aspect of the event to in-

sure everything runs smoothly.  One of the comments so often heard is how 

organized Fall Family Days is.  From achieving our goals and preserving our 

history to teaching future generations, none of these would be possible with-

out our volunteers. 

To each and every person who lent a hand - thank you!  Your efforts not only 

preserve our history, but also respects traditions and foster community spirit. 

Thank you again and God Bless all of you for another successful event. 

Unfortunately, there was not enough space in this newsletter to tell the com-

plete story of FFDs.  Please look forward to our next edition - Winter 2026. 

Co-Chairs: Martin Kubacki and Dennis Anderson 

Thank You to Volunteers 

Fall 2025  

Home of the Thumb Agricultural Museum 

Our mission is to maintain a volunteer group of Friends of the Thumb Octagon Barn 

involved in the restoration and preservation of the barn complex as an educational tool 

preserving our rural and agricultural history for the benefit of our visitors. 

We would like to thank Ron “Too Tall” and Tammi 

Hensley for once again coming as a host couple 

during our open season this year.  They go “above 

and beyond” all season long welcoming visitors.  

Our visitors especially love to hear Too Tall tell the 

story of the Thumb Octagon Barn.  Our “Boys Day 

Out” group on Mondays appreciates Tammi’s  

great culinary skills.  Too Tall & Tammi also man-

age any weddings on site. They also have a special 

gift of caring for stray cats and finding good homes for them.  We wish 

them well as they return home to Florida.  See you next year!   

A Special Thank You to Too Tall and Tammi 



Summer Parades 
Louis & Linda Wehrman and Wayne & Karen Lenton have been busy this summer 

promoting the Thumb Octagon Barn and Fall Family Days.  On Memorial Day week-

end they pulled our float in the Bad Axe parade.  On 

Saturday, July 5th, they pulled our float in the Cass 

City Freedom Festival parade and then again on Sun-

day, July 13th, they were at the Ubly parade (see pho-

tos to the right).   On Sunday, July 27th, Andy Witucky 

pulled our float in the parade at the Munger Potato 

Festival.  Tim Wehrman, son of Louis and Linda, was 

then off to the Michigan Bean Festival parade in Fair-

grove on Labor Day, September 1st.  THANK YOU ALL!   

Sorghum Syrup Path to the Thumb Octagon Barn 
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During Fall Family Days, it is not possible to process maple syrup since it is out of season.  The Fall Family Days 

committee, under the leadership of Bob Hirn, came up with an idea many years ago to grow and then process sor-

ghum syrup in the Sugar Shack as a live demonstration.  The sorghum is grown on site just south of the Munro 

Building.  It is cut and then pressed at the sorghum press, which is driven by a horse, next to the Sugar Shack 

(photo on right).   Kathy Moss and family have been handling this activity for quite a few years. 

We also sell sorghum in glass jars in the Sugar Shack. Mary Ann Hirn makes the labels for the jars.  We also sell 

caramel corn made with sorghum syrup. 

How and where do we get the sorghum syrup?  The syrup comes from Rolling Meadows in Elkhart Lake, WI.  At 

first, for years, Martin Kubacki, who drove trucks for a living would pick it up.  Later it was shipped across Lake 

Michigan to Ludington, which was quite a logistics exercise.  Then we discovered that Vita Plus in Gagetown drove 

to Madison, Wisconsin and was able to bring our supply to their Gagetown location.  This was more efficient.  

This year, Mark and Diane Battel decided to take a trip to Elkhart Lake to meet the owners and see the process.  In 

the photo on the left, from the left, are owners, Brenda and Rich Wittgreve and Mark Battel. In the background 

are barrels that hold sorghum.  At this time of the year, the barrels are empty. This year we purchased 10 cases of 

syrup, which hold 12 jars per case.  We also purchased 200 bags of caramel corn, all of which sold out at FFDs.                                                                          

The Battels were quite 

impressed and en-

joyed meeting the 

owners of Rolling 

Meadows. 

 

Rug Loom Operator Found 
We would like to “welcome” Larry Kolb who came forward to put the rug loom back 

in operation since the loss of Gerald Auten.  Larry was able to do some repairs and 

maintenance to get this interesting piece of history back in shape.  He was on site during  

our open house weekend in July and also during FFDs giving demonstrations. 



A second tea party was held on August 20, 2025.  Once again Lorna 

Gray came to tell the story of quilt making.  There was much to learn 

and all loved this event.  The ladies present also enjoyed the many 

prizes given. 

Thank you to Lorna.  And thank you to Tori Pine who organized 

both tea parties this year and to the volunteers who came to help 

serve the luncheon.   

Tea Party 
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Food is a Favorite During FFDs 

The homemade donuts are always the #1 request during FFDs.  Andria 

Smith and Tricia Pringle kept busy during FFDs serving pretzels.  The lem-

onade stand and cider line are where visitors go who wish to wash down all 

the goodies.  There is a place to buy homemade pies.  Lunch is served both days at several locations 

on site.  The bean soup is the best, which is made and served by the Walz family (center photo be-

low).  

Shane Ross 

(photo on 

far right) 

was also 

ready to sell 

some sweet 

honey. 



One of the crowd favorite demonstra-

tions is the Veneer Mill.  Steve, Tim & 

Allen Geiger 

made a great 

team and 

had fun 

throughout 

the weekend. 

FFDs Demonstrations 

Michigan Mini-Tillers pro-

vided demonstrations with 

their equipment. 

Page 4 Thumb Oct agon Barn News  Fal l  2025  

Bob Hirn Exhibit Building Dedication 

On Saturday, September 6th, a dedication ceremony was held for the Bob Hirn Exhibit 

Building.  The Hirn family came from Caro, East Jor-

dan, Rochester Hills and North Carolina.  Martin Ku-

backi led the ceremony with a tribute to Bob Hirn, who 

was instrumental in the restoration of the Octagon 

Barn and helped to organize and expand Fall Family 

Days.  Bob was a friend to all and could be found help-

ing anyone who had a need, whether great or small.  

Mary Ann, his wife, also spoke about how proud she is 

of the volunteers who continue his legacy. 

The grist mill was the place to see 

how corn is ground for corn bread 

and to see many unique farm an-

tiques. 

Potato Slicing and Pickle Sorting 
The planting and growing of potatoes and pickles is managed by Terry & Sandy Keinath. On the left is a 

seed potato slicer and the center photo is a pickle sorter.  Watching these pieces of equipment in opera-

tion is well worth your time.  We thank Walther Farms who were kind enough to donate 1500 

pounds of potatoes for 

us to sell. Pictured on 

the left is Ron Ciesl and 

Sandy Keinath.  Next 

year the potato field will 

be a corn maze.  

Sawmill 
The immensity and noise of the sawmill always draws much attention.  The huge 

blade and the motion of the logs being cut is quite a sight to see.  Wayne Lenton 

has spent many years at the helm.  The lumber that is sawn is available for pur-

chase.  You can call our information line at 989-665-0081 for more details. 



Dale Will kept busy managing the threshing and baling of hay.  Many volunteers who 

helped here are happy to experience the long ago tradition of making hand wired tied 

bales out of hay.  Today’s threshing machines also look and operate a lot differently. 

Hay Threshing and Baling 

Children look forward to seeing and touching 

animals at the barn.  

Callie, the horse, is a 

favorite.  Sheena, the 

Highland cow, got a 

lot of attention with 

all that hair.  Llamas 

are special animals to observe but you have to be 

careful since they can be quite skittish at times.  

The goats always appreciate all the attention and 

provide a lot of bleating to keep everyone entertained.  And who doesn’t 

love a ride on a barrel train!  If the barrels were a little larger, we are sure 

that many adults would indulge in this opportunity.  The children’s activity 

area also provided a lot of hands-on things to enjoy, 

one of which is 

a huge corn 

box.  Connor 

Mausolf is one 

of the children 

who had great 

fun playing in 

the corn. 

Page 5 Thumb Oct agon Barn News  Fal l  2025 

Fun For the Children 
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2025 Raffle Prize Winners 
We would like to thank all the members, volunteers and visitors to the Thumb Octagon Barn for pur-

chasing tickets for our annual raffle. We would also like to thank all the businesses and individuals 
who donated prizes.  We are happy to share the results. Pictured from the left is winner, Brody Will, 
grandson of member Dale Will, with his uncle, Kyle Will. Charlynne Wilson is pictured in the center 

with the afghan she made and donated. Also pictured on the right is volunteer Danielle Hunt.  

1. $500.00 Cash - Pyramid Paving and Con-

tracting, Bay City 

Shawn Mow, Applegate, MI 

 

2. John Deere Pedal Tractor - Tri-County 

Equipment, Sandusky 

Frank Beranek, Almont, MI 

 

3. $350.00 Amazon Gift Card - Thumb Octa-

gon Barn 

Jim Morell, Ubly, MI 

 

4. Case I-H Red Stake Wagon - Osentoski 

Equipment 

Kay Deming Cummings, Saginaw, MI 

 

5. $100.00 Cash - Sherry Kappen in Mem-

ory of Tammy Bliss 

Don Kulhanek, Chesaning, MI 

6. Handmade Afghan - Charlynne Wilson, 

Akron 

Chris Walz, Sebewaing, MI 

 

7. $100.00 Cash - Thumb Octagon Barn 

Mike & Pat Weber, Patrick, SC 

 

8. $75.00 Gift Certificate - Thumb Meat Mar-

ket, Caro 

Lynette Walz, Sebewaing, MI 

 

9. Handmade Afghan - Charlynne Wilson, 

Akron 

Brody Will, Mayville, MI 

 

10. $50.00 Cash - Thumb Octagon Barn 

 Dennis Draves, Freeland, MI 

FFD Recycling Report 

Thank you to all the volunteers who helped with the recycling efforts 

this year, especially James Pettinger and Jack Hill.  The young people 

who helped were really hard working (photo on right). We turned in 

700 pounds of cardboard, 52 pounds of plastic, 111 pounds of metal and 

a few pounds of glass. 



BENEFACTORS:  Donations as of October 2025 

The following made a donation of $10.00 or more since our last newsletter. 
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Wayne Kranz 

Evelyn Schadd, Filion 

Janet Guillitt 

Class of 1953 Owendale 

Elaine Rienke 

Martin & Luci Kubacki, Ubly 

Memorial Donations 

Steve & Brenda Adsmond   Fremont 

Clark Alcock    Lambertville 

Kay Ardis    Diamondale 

Carolyn Baldwin    Vassar 

Tom Barton    Saint Clair Shores 

Julie Bills    Frankenmuth 

Mary Brauer    Clawson 

Dale Churchill    Deford 

Gerald Ciesla    Munger 

Ed Cooper    South Lyon 

Alan & Dawn DeBuck   Davison 

Robert & Charlotte Dennis   Davison 

Russell Fisher    Caro 

Susan Ignasiak    Grosse Pointe 

Bud & Mary Inbody  Snover 

Patricia Kuxhaus   Longmont, CO 

Geraldine Leavitt   Bay City 

Don & Carla McKimmy  Bad Axe 

Ken & Theresa Micklash  South Lyon 

Beverly Perry   Cass City 

Russell Farms   Attica 

Marian Schuman   Bad Axe 

Kim Strunz   Caro 

Allen & Gloria Thorsby  Colorado Springs, CO 

Thomas & Carol Upleger  Brockway 

Marvin & Mary Wilcox  Clifford 

Dale Will   Caro  

Charles & Patricia Witkovsky Caro 

Other Donations 

Aaron & Sharon Anthes, Gagetown: 4 black 

walnut logs 

D.J. Portables, Owendale: toilet paper for FFDs 

Louis Fehner, Bad Axe:  Misc. chains & hooks 

Larry Kolb, Cass City: donations given at rug 

loom 

Vita Plus, Gagetown: 750 pounds of shelled 

corn for FFDs 

Museum Donations 

Wayne Bickel -  in memory of Herman & Elsie Bickel: horse drawn plow & cultivator 

Ervin Haley: barn pulley 

Peter Leiterman: oil cans, milk can, spittoon, pig scraper, pictures & frames & other misc. items  

Roger Pawlanta: 1922 Milk Inspector sheets from Detroit Creamery Company  

Ron Spaulding: 2 - 6ft. carpenter levels (see left photo below), perch 

fishing spear, baseball bat, 100 year old county normal training class 

diploma that was earned by Dora Schrader in Caro, MI and signed by 

BH McComb, Jane Petrie, Alice 

Brown and Austin Wilbur (photo 

on right) 

 



We would like to thank Dennis John-

son of Elkton, Michigan, for the very 

generous donation of a commercial 

refrigerator for the Munro Building.  

This unit will be used daily during our 

open season.  We appreciate our local 

community members for continuing 

to support our goal to promote and 

share our agricultural heritage in the 

Thumb of Michigan. 

Special Donations 

Friends of the  

THUMB OCTAGON BARN  

PO BOX 145 

 6948 RICHIE RD.  

GAGETOWN, MI  48735-0145   

989-665-0081  
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Next Meetings : 

The Executive Committee meetings will be 

held the second Tuesday of each month at 

the Purdy Bank Building in Gagetown at 

6:00PM unless notified otherwise. 

Newsletter  

Database and Labels…………….…...…....David Eichler  

Editing…………………………...…………..Grace Janowski 

Newsletter Coordinator & Layout……...Rose Putnam 

Photos……..….…….Connie Osentoski & Rose Putnam 

With regrets, we are accepting the resignation of Con-

nie Osentoski (pictured with her husband, Marty) as 

our official photographer.  Connie has done a fabu-

lous job of visually recording for many years most 

events at the Thumb Octagon Barn.  You may remem-

ber that she has won con-

tests for her work.  We  

“thank you so very 

much” for your years of 

dedication.  If someone is 

interested in following in 

her footsteps, please con-

tact our information line 

at 989-665-0081.   

We also thank d/s Services from 

Cass City who come every year to 

serve hot dogs and brats during 

FFDs and have donated all their pro-

ceeds to the 

Thumb Octa-

gon Barn.  

Pictured are 

Nathan Fritz, 

owner of d/s 

Services, and 

his father, 

Les Fritz.   


