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Thank You Volunteers from Dennis Anderson 

Every year things are just a little bit different around here. You never know what you are 

going to get in that “box of chocolates”. You meet, you plan, you put forth your best ef-

forts, but you can‟t control the weather.  We had a very good year starting with School 

Tours 2022.  Also, the daily tour numbers were back to normal and our special events 

season starting with the volunteer dinner/auction was successful.  Overall we have a lot 

to be thankful for this year. This was a good year. 

The numbers were down for Fall Family Days due to the rain we had on Sunday.   As our 

farmers tell it “we did not get the yield we were looking for this year”. There are some 

parallels around here to farming or any business in our community. There are a lot of 

factors in play.  In many ways, this year was more difficult than the pandemic year as we 

had to contend with the rising cost of doing business. Inflation hit everyone this year, us 

included.  We saw it coming and had to adjust our preparations for Fall Family Days 

accordingly, but we got the needed rain at the wrong time for us.   

Thankfully, we have “crop insurance”, meaning we have a large number of members and 

sponsors that help us each year. Without this base of support we would have had a bad 

year.  We have hope that next year will be even better.   

Let me close with our thanks to all the volunteers who make this dream possible, “to 

keep the Thumb Octagon Barn alive and vibrant for our community.” We are driven to 

succeed. So we meet, we plan and we put forth our best effort for the upcoming year. 

Remember “we are you, and you are us”, and everyone is welcome here.  Your member-

ship and support is so much appreciated.  

President’s Message 

Fall 2022  

Award Presented to Diane Rapson Gabil 

School Tours Chair, Diane Rapson 

Gabil, has been awarded YWCA Great 

Lakes Bay Region Women of Achieve-

ment Award. 

The „Friends‟ want 

to Congratulate 

Diane for receiv-

ing this prestig-

ious Women of Achievement Award.  We 

are proud of you and we thank you for all 

you do to make School Tours available to 

hundreds of students.  
 

The dates for School Tours 2023 are May 

10th, 11th & 12th.  The theme for the 

event is "Farm Animals".  Sign up infor-

mation can be found on our website.   

Home of the Thumb Agricultural Museum 

Our mission is to maintain a volunteer group of Friends of the Thumb Octagon Barn 

involved in the restoration and preservation of the barn complex as an educational tool 

preserving our rural and agricultural history for the benefit of our visitors. 



Fall Family days 2022 will go down in our history as an unusual year.  The weather played a very important role.  Saturday was a 
perfect, sunny day.  Record crowds came to enjoy all the activities.  Throughout the site were many vendors who provided home-
made items for sale and offered demonstrations.  Our field demonstrations were running at full speed.  
However, Sunday was a different story.  The day started a little gloomy.  The morning crowd enjoyed the  Farmer‟s Breakfast and 
visited our many vendors.  Then the rain started around 11:00 and continued to come down quite steadily until 2:30.  The Sheldon 
Family was able to perform under the tent in front of the Barn.  Many visitors flocked to the Barn to stay dry and also to enjoy a tour, 
a visit with our animals or viewing various museum items displayed.  Soon, the incoming visitors slowed down and many of the ven-
dors were starting to wash out and pack up.  The Tractor Parade was cancelled for the very first time.   

 

Crowd favorites were the many ongoing demonstrations on site. 

Fall Family Days 
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Shane Ross (photo on left) 
demonstrated extracting 
honey from a beehive and also 
provided fresh honey for sale. 

Henry Tschetter demonstrated the art of 

broom making in the Barn and offered his 

unique brooms for sale. (Photo on left.)                 

Pictured below is the Sheldon Family. 

We were happy to offer 

horse drawn wagon rides 

again (photo on right)

provided by Har-Lyn Ridge 

Belgians (Harvey & An-

nette Bell) from Cass City. 



Our weekend started with the Fish Fry (see photo on the top left) on Friday.  We had a great crowd of 1044.  It took many, 

many hands to make this happen.  Thank you to our volunteers and especially to Doug, Daniel and Joshua Booms for 

cooking the fish and cleaning up afterward.  We also thank Tammi Hensley for her leadership role in making the Fish Fry 

a great success.    Below on the right is the Caro Knights of 

Columbus crew who provided 1547 Farmer‟s Breakfasts 

over both days.  We can‟t forget the Walz family who make 

the great bean soup (see photo on bottom left) and the 

Cummins Family who make the crowd favorite homemade 

donuts (see photo on bottom center).  65 gallons of freshly 

churned ice cream was a great treat made by the Thumb 

Area Antique Car Club.  The Caro Knights of Columbus 

offered apple pies to add something a little special.  Lunch 

was served at the Munro Building both days by many, 

many volunteers.  And a quick bite to eat was also found at 

several locations throughout the site. 

Homemade Food at the Barn 
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Additional Fall Family Days Sponsors 

Gold Sponsors ($250 & Up) 

Agri-Valley Communications, Pigeon, MI 

Bad Axe Tire Service, Bad Axe, MI 

Cass City Oil & Gas Co., Cass City, MI 

Johnson/Hampton Potato Growers, Essexville, MI 

Meijer, Store # 315, Bad Axe, MI 

Michigan Sugar Company, Bay City, MI 

Modern Woodmen, David Janson, Reese, MI 

Morell Milling, Ubly, MI 

Jim & Rita Osentoski, Ubly, MI 

Thompson Chevrolet, Ubly, MI 

Thumb Tool & Engineering, Bad Axe, MI 

Tri-County Equipment, Sandusky, MI 

Triple R Collision, Inc., Caro, MI  

In Memory of Roy Smith, Caro, MI 
 

Silver Sponsors ($150-$249) 

Gambles Hardware & Gun Shop, Caro, MI 

Gemini Plastics, Inc., Ubly, MI  

Green Stone Farm Credit Services, Caro, MI 

Holloway Fire Protection Inc., Caro, MI 

J. McLeod Realty Inc., Caro, MI 

Maurer Electric, Inc., Bad Axe, MI 

Mortimer Lumber, Bad Axe, MI 

Thumb Insurance, Cass City, MI 

Ubly Motor Service, Ubly, MI 

Valley Collision Center, Ubly, MI 

Weiss Equipment, Frankenmuth, MI 
 

Bronze Sponsors ($50-$149) 

Jack & Fran Campbell, Mayville, MI 

Caro State Street Café, Caro, MI 

Clemco Printing, Inc., Bad Axe, MI 

Drs. Susan Hoppe & Charles Reed, Cass City, MI 

In Memory of Marion Walz, Lloyd Walz, Vassar, MI 

David & Marie Jaroch, Ubly, MI 

In Memory of Margaret Sergeant, Terry & Sandra Keinath, 

Reese, MI 

Ken Martin Electric, Inc., Cass City, MI 

Liz Lambert, Kingston, MI 

Jack & Betty Laurie, Gagetown, MI 

Susan E. Scott, Saginaw, MI 
 

Certificate Sponsors ($1 to $49) 

Rosemary E. Stap, Bancroft, MI 



Local Parade Entries 
We started the year in Bad Axe on Saturday, May 28th, at the Memorial Parade.  Then off to Cass City on July 

2nd for the Freedom Festival Parade.  Our entry won a trophy in the category “Most Original”.  Karen Lenton is 

proudly holding the trophy in the center photo below.  Pictured along with her are her husband, Wayne, and 

Linda & Louis Wehrman. We also participated in the Ubly Homecoming Parade on July 10th, the Munger Potato 

Festival Parade on July 31st, the Autumn Days Parade in Elkton on September 3rd, and the Michigan Bean Festi-

val Parade in Fairgrove on September 5th.  Jerry Bartnik helped pull our souvenir trailer with his wrecker on sev-

eral occasions.  Others helping at several parades were John Lenton, and Lauren, Joslyn and Jenna Bartnik.  

Thank you for promoting our museum and Fall Family Days. 
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FFD Tractor Parade 
Everyone looks forward to our Tractor Parade, which has tractors, steam engines, other farm machinery and 

even a few lawn tractors.  The crowd loves them all, whether they are old or new, green, red, blue, yellow, or-

ange, grey or tan.  They also enjoy watching the proud owners (male and female, young and old) drive by.   

There were 125 entries on Saturday this year.  These parade entries and more were on exhibit all weekend.  We 

were excited to have 19 new exhibitors. 



Country Music filled the Thumb Octagon Barn on Saturday, July 16, 2022.  Pic-

tured on the left are Paul & Sandy Deo enjoying the music provided by DJs, Ron 

Kuenzli and his daughter, Emily Kaake (pictured in the background on the left).  

Joining us once again was dance instructor, Carol Daugherty (pictured on the 

left), who led the group of enthusiastic dancers in various styles of dance.  We 

were happy to see some younger people this year who livened up the evening.   
 

The Sheldon Family took the stage on Sunday, July 17, 2022, to provide those in 

attendance with very inspiring gospel music.  They are a family singing and in-

strumental group from Owosso.  This family is so very special.  If you were un-

able to attend, you missed a great  opportunity.  You may visit the Sheldon Fam-

ily Facebook page for more information. 

 

 

 

Thank you to Tammi Hensley, Joan Mer-

chant, Glenda Wilson, Betty Woehlert 

and Tammy Bohannon-Yule who served 

the homemade cookies provided by our 

members. 
 

Look for our 2023 Music Weekend dates 

in the next edition of the newsletter. 

Music Weekend In the Barn 

New volunteer, Becka Trisch, and 

her friend, Bella Putnam, 

(pictured on the left) served re-

freshments on the porch of the 

Purdy Home.  Pictured below on  

the left is Tori Pine clipping a 

plant on the porch of the Purdy 

Home.  Jim Ware is in the One 

Room Schoolhouse Museum 

(pictured below on the right).     

Thank you to all of those who volunteered!   

July 30th/31st was a very 

busy weekend at the Thumb 

Octagon Barn.  All buildings 

on site were open for free 

tours.  Visitors came from all 

over the State to have an op-

portunity for a personal tour 

from our volunteers and an up 

close look at the great mu-

seum items on display. Some 

of those volunteering over the 

weekend were Barb 

Kern and Joan Mer-

chant (pictured above) 

and Tammy Bohannon

-Yule & Tammi 

Hensley at the School 

House (pictured on the 

right). 
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Open House Weekend 



Benefactors as of September 23, 2022                                                                                                             
The following made a donation of $10.00 or more since our last newsletter. 

Kay Ardis, Dimondale, MI 

Julie Bills, Frankenmuth, MI 

James Blunt, Sebewaing, MI 

Karen Boomer, Lapeer, MI 

Mary Brauer, Clawson, MI 

Jack & Fran Campbell, Mayville, MI 

Dale & Patty Churchill, Deford, MI 

Sheryl Cleland, Saginaw, MI 

Robert & Charlotte Dennis, Davison, MI 

Wayne Dillon, Cass City, MI 

John & Helen Dombruski, Clinton Twp., MI 

Randy Elenbaum, Pigeon, MI 

Richard & Loraine Enos, Akron, MI 

Sam Fackler, Mayville, MI 

Russell & Carol Fisher, Caro, MI 

John & Deb Forshee, Caro, MI 

Anthony Freilach, West Bloomfield, MI 

Tom & Linda Fritz, Gagetown, MI 

Diane Hoag, Cass City, MI 

Mike & Jan Holik, Caro, MI 

Greg & Jill Hunter, Livingston, TX 

Susan Ignasiak, Grosse Pointe, MI 
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Museum Donations: 

Jim Bartels, Saginaw MI—Sugar Beet Loader 

David Bremer, Munger, MI—Potato Seed Cutter 

Thane & Roma Lee Campbell Family, Fairgrove, MI—Mercantile Hanging Scales & Champion Spark Plug 

Shelly Corsini, Bad Axe, MI—Series of Thumb Octagon Barn Calendars 1996-2004 

Jay & Maxine Mowry, Akron, MI—Potato Planter 

Norm & Patti Parker, Cass City, MI—Antique Office Equipment 

Bruce Turner, Akron, MI—Hay Knives, Corn Planter, Bagging Scales, Line Shafts, Marxophone, Music 

Trennola, & Miscellaneous Items 
 

Special Donations: 

Cass City Oil and Gas, Cass City, MI 

Country View Bulk Foods, Snover, MI 

Sharon Cummins and Family, Gagetown, MI 

Independent Bank, Cass City, MI 

Dave & Marie Jaroch, Ubly, MI 

Sylvester Land, Fairgrove, MI 

Mary Beth Lantz, Saginaw, MI 

Kim Loeffler, Gagetown, MI 

Wally & Chris Marston, Snover, MI 

Beth McDonald, Bad Axe, MI 

Becky McGeathy, Caseville, MI 

Donald & Carla McKimmy, Bad Axe, MI 

Ken & Theresa Micklash,South Lyon,MI 

David & Janet Mirku, East China, MI 

Lynne O’Rourke, Lincoln, NE 

Wayne Patterson, Attica, MI 

Pat Sawyer, Lapeer, MI 

Ivernia Schwartz, Gagetown, MI 

Kim Strunz, Caro, MI 

Mark Thornton, Port Austin, MI 

Thomas & Carol Upleger, Brockway, MI 

Willa Vargus, Bellevue, NE 

Susan Walker, Caro, MI 

Ramon Waltz, Mason, MI 

Larry & Suzanne Wegner, Pigeon, MI 

Bud & Molly Wildman, Gagetown, MI 

Museum & Other Donations 



With heavy hearts, we announce the death of David 

Lloyd Caister of Caro, Michigan, born in Cass City, 

Michigan, who passed 

away on August 19, 

2022 . 

David volunteered  in 

the sawmill and also 

drove a tractor with a 

shuttle during Fall 

Family Days.  His fam-

ily remembers Dave as 

someone who was lov-

ing, compassionate, 

and was able to always make people smile and laugh. 

David, in that special “Dad” kind of way, was an instiga-

tor of embarrassing his daughters. He was always gener-

ous with big hugs, a helpful hand, and a “Love you 

more”.   We, too, miss your smile and laughter, Dave. 
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On September 13, 2022, we lost a very dear 

friend, Tony Grifka.  Tony was a “jack of many 

trades”.   He was a 

faithful volunteer and 

could be seen most 

Mondays busy helping 

out.  He loved to mow 

grass, but his first love 

was helping at the 

Sawmill. His wife, 

Jean, shared that 

“Tony loved the Barn 

and all of you!”  We 

loved Tony, too, and 

he will be missed very much. 

In Memoriam 

Memorials 

To Adam and Mary Krzak: 

Esther English and Paul Pinkos, Armada, MI 
 

To Maddy Skaggs: 

Jon and Charmain Fahrner, Cass City, MI 
 

To Margaret Sergeant: 

Robert Thomas Barton, St. Clair Shores, MI 

Jon and Charmain Fahrner, Cass City, MI 

Ken and Roselyn Martin, Cass City, MI 

KME, Ken Martin Electric, Cass City, MI 

 

To Margaret Sullivan: 

Eleanor Truemner, Cass City, MI 

 

To David Urban: 

Diane Rapson Gabil, Essexville, MI 

Kathleen Gerber, Marlette, MI 

Kari Gerber, Belmont, MI 

Ann Zettel, West Branch, MI 

To Betty Blair: 

George and Glenda Wilson, Gagetown, MI 

 

To Mary Margaret Downing: 

George and Glenda Wilson, Gagetown, MI 

Watterworth Family, Scottsdale, AZ 

Larry, Dan & Debbie, Jerry & Larry, Bill & 

Cindy 

Natalie Rabideau Putnam, Sun City West, AZ 

Cori Denay, Bay City, MI  

Deb Hunter, Caro, MI 

Paul and Barb Burdon, Gagetown, MI 

Betty Russell Families, Bay City, MI 

Rose Putnam, Cass City, MI 

Bill and Andrea Shagene, Cass City, MI 

Carol Ehrlich, Gagetown, MI 

Sally Peters-Sines & Larry, Clinton, MI 

Leslie and Jim Wood, Toledo, OH 

Craig Downing, Gagetown, MI 



Matching Funds Awarded 

Friends of the  

THUMB OCTAGON BARN  

PO BOX 145 

 6948 RICHIE RD.  

GAGETOWN, MI  48735-0145   

989-665-0081  

Non-Profit Org. 

U.S. Postage   

PAID 

 Gagetown, MI 

Permit No. 3 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________ 

Next Meetings : 

The Executive Committee meetings will be held the second 

Tuesday of each month at the Purdy Bank Building in Gage-

town. 

Regular Membership Meeting and Holiday Celebration: 

December 13, 2022 at 7:00 PM at the White Creek Club,  1750 

Dodge Rd., Deford, MI  48729.  Please bring some cookies or a 

snack to share. 

Newsletter  

Database and Labels…………….…...…....David Eichler  

Editing…………………………...…………..Grace Janowski 

Newsletter Coordinator & Layout……...Rose Putnam 

Photos……..….…….Connie Osentoski & Rose Putnam 

Third Cookbook Underway! 

We are looking for a few more 
good recipes to finish it up and 

send to print. Needed are        
desserts and cookies. 

Deadline is: 

December 31, 2022 

Please send your hard copy to: 

Thumb Octagon Barn 

P. O. Box 145 

Gagetown, MI  48735 

Due to our “volunteer” efforts positively impacting our local com-

munities, the Friends of the Thumb Octagon Barn were chosen as 

the recipient of a Modern Woodmen of America Matching Fund 

project award.  Our project was the Fall Family Days Fish Fry.  The 

award application was submitted by David Janson of Modern 

Woodmen of America Insurance Agency, in Reese, MI.  Christina 

Hammac, member of Chapter 8983, is presenting a check in the 

amount of $2,425.00.  Rose Putnam is accepting on behalf of the 

“Friends”.  Thank you, Dave and Christina, for choosing the Friends 

of the Thumb Octagon Barn this year. 


