
Thumb Octagon Barn News     
Home of the Thumb Agricultural Museum 

Our mission is to maintain a volunteer group of Friends of the Thumb Octagon Barn 

involved in the restoration and preservation of the Barn Complex as an educational tool 

preserving our rural and agricultural history for the benefit of our visitors.   

It hardly seems possible that this will be our 17
th
 Fall Family Days.  Why it was just yesterday when we had our first FFD.  
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Once again, another amazing Fall 
Family Days was held in September.  
We had a great turnout for the cold 
weather but all in all it was a very suc-
cessful Event. Each year FFD grows in 
one or the other and the volunteers 
that spend so much time preparing for 
and carrying out their duties are to be 
commended. Truly we have been 
blessed to have such a great group of 
people As this Event grows, so does 
the demand for help and we are al-
ways looking for more people.  
There were a lot of positive com-

ments about the many demonstrations 
that have become a part of this Event.  
They certainly help us fulfill our goal of 
offering educational as well as enter-
taining activities for visitors to see dur-
ing their visit.   
Attendance was down a little be-

cause of the weather. The net income 
will come in around $82,000.00. This 
money will be used to replace the Barn 
roof that will be a major expense along 

with all the maintenance jobs needed.   
The 2016 Fall Family Days theme 

will be ñOur Wonderful World of Wa-
terò. The Event begins Friday, Septem-
ber 9 , 2016 with the Fish Fry and con-
tinues Saturday and Sunday, Septem-
ber 10 & 11. Greg Alexander and 
Tammy Grifka, Theme Co-Chairmen 
are working on an interesting educa-
tional display.  
Finally, as you know, our friend and 

the FFD Chair until his retirement, Bob 
Hirn, passed away in October.  I miss 
him a lot as we ran this great event 
together for many years. I want to 
leave you with one his favorite sayings:  
GOOD, BETTER, BEST; NEVER LET 
IT REST; MAKE THE GOOD BETTER 
AND THE BETTER BEST. We will do 
our best to carry on your tradition, Bob.   

              Have a blessed Christmas  
                    & Happy New Year 
               Martin Kubacki, Chaiman 

(See related pictures and stories about 
FFD on pages 4 & 5.) 

Our 20th Fall Family Days 
began on Saturday with 
the presentation of the 
colors followed by the 
singing of our National 
Anthem. Cynthia and 
Tina Beauvais, mother 
and daughter from Akron 
caught everyoneôs  atten-
tion with their harmonious, 
acappella rendition of our 
Anthem. Karl and Marilyn 
DeSimpelare from Union-
ville made the arrange-
ments for the Beauvaisô to 
perform. 

      Whenever Smokey Bear appeared during FFD a crowd gath-
ered and it was great fun to see the reactions of the little ones. 
Martin Kubacki knew how important it was for Smokey Bear to be 
at FFD but on Friday evening we realized that there was a prob-
lem. The Smokey costume was nowhere to be found and Martin 
kept thinking about the Grandfather who told him, ñMy grandson 
canôt wait to see Smokey. Thatôs why weôre coming.ò 
      So Martin went into action and located the costume in Port 
Hope at the Fire Station and thanks to Justin Kociba, Lowell 
McDonaldôs grandson in-law the costume was picked up and 
ready to go on Saturday morning. We had a big assist from Dean 
Kreh, Owendale on Saturday and Greg Alexander, Carsonville 
on Sunday who portrayed Smokey Bear beautifully. Thanks also 

to David Jaroch, Ubly and Tammy Grifka, Peck who were Smokeyôs mentors since Smokey does not speak but 
gives many hugs.  Pictured is the late Chuck Dorschõs grandson receiving a high five from Smokey.         

Fall Family Days 2015  
Martin Kubacki, Chairman  
Devin Irion, Co -Chairman  
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event and it was pour-

Letter From the President  
FRIENDS of the THUMB OCTAGON BARN 

Rose M. Putnam 
 

   Dear Friends: 
 
As we look back on 2015, itôs been a 

spectacular year with all the activities 
starting with our annual meeting/dinner/
auction in April, then school tours in May, 
followed by dinners, weddings and the 
county wide open house in June, two 
concerts and a tea party in July, more 
weddings and the big Cooperative Elevator 
celebration in August, Fall Family Days 
and more weddings in September and 
October.  Wow, weôve been busy.  And this 
is just activities.  Our busy as bees 
volunteers have also been working 
throughout the season keeping the 
buildings and the site in tip-top shape.  
There were many behind the scenes 
planning sessions as well. 
All of this just doesnôt happen without 

the help of all of our wonderful volunteers-
thatôs you.  We count you as our number 
one blessing.  Not only do you give of your 
time and talent at the barn, you also offer 
support through difficult times.  Itôs 
amazing when there is a loss in the group, 
whether itôs a member or a memberôs 
family member, you will find one of the 
ñfriendsò there offering support.  Iôve been 
with this project since 1993 and I donôt 
know what we would do without each 
other. 

We will be replacing the barn roof as a 
big project in 2016, if all goes well with our 
planning process.  The first five sections of 
the barn were replaced in 1997 with the 
remaining three sections completed in 
1998.  It just doesnôt seem that long ago.  
This time around will be so much less work 
since we should not have to replace any 
beams or boards, but as with any 
remodeling project there always seem to 
be a surprise or two to handle.  We invite 
your suggestions, concerns, or ideas as we 
move forward looking at several options to 
make a good decision.  Please look for 
information in the newsletter or by e-mail. 

On behalf of the Executive Committee, I 
would like to express our sincere appreciation 
for all you do and we hope to see you all in 
2016.  May you have a very Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year.  May God also grant 
you good health. 

 
                   Your Friend and president, 
   Rose 

   
 

Friends of the Thumb Octagon Barn   

Enclosed please find a small donation in 
memory of Mr. Bob Hirn. I suspect that the 
Friends will establish some permanent recogni-
tion for Mr. Bob Hirn. Please apply this small 
token to that endeavor.  
No doubt there have been countless stories 

shared about Bob, his involvement in the Barn 
and other projects and what a dedicated and 
hard worker he was. That is all very true and 
important to recognize. However, in my humble 
opinion Bob was indeed a very SPECIAL person. 
Lots of folks can be involved and dedicate time 
to a project but Bob was obviously different. He 
cared about the project for sure but really I think 
he cared more about the people. Some years 
ago when the Road Commission assisted Bob 
with a small project at the Barn, Bob drove to our 
office in Bad Axe, offered to pay us and was 
genuinely appreciative of our help and donation. 
Then we received a follow-up thank you note 
from him. Then during Fall Family Days, when he 
was obviously very busy, he stopped when he 
saw me and again extolled the virtues of the 
Huron County Road Commission to anyone with-
in ear-shot. Nobody does thaté.but Bob did. He 
was special.  
Thank you and keep up the good work. You 

know Bobôs watching.   
           Best regards,   
         Neal Hentschl 
         Secretary/Manager,    
        Huron County Road Commission     

 

In Memoriam  
 
On October 28, 2015 Robert Joseph Hirn 

passed away at United Hospice of Marlette 
Residence Center shortly after midnight and 
also the arrival of his beloved daughter, Major 
Lisa Hirn, U. S. Army of Kentucky. Bob was 
surrounded by his wife, Mary Ann, son Mark, 
his daughter Lisa and sister Gail.      
Several years ago Bob was diagnosed 

with Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis (ALS) that 
is occasionally accompanied by frontal lobe 
dementia. ALS is a progressive neurodegener-
ative disease that affects nerve cells in the 
brain and spinal cord. This was a devastating 
diagnosis to have both ALS and dementia.  
The Friends of the Thumb Octagon Barn 

have lost a dear Friend who has made a last-
ing impression everywhere you look at the 
Thumb Agricultural Museum and most im-
portantly the magnificent Barn that Bob so 
loved. His determination to restore this Barn 
became his passion and dream just as it had 
been in 1923 when James Purdy, the original 
owner, had the Octagonal Barn built designed 
after one he had seen while traveling in Iowa.  
Bob was always concerned about, when-

ever possible, restoring the Barn back to its 
original state. He was quite surprised that the 
Barn was already in need of a new roof after 
only eighteen years. Bobôs wife Mary Ann has 
received hundreds of expressions of sympathy 
and many donations. She said,ò Maybe these 
donations could possibly provide a good start 
on getting some of that roof replaced.ò Bob 
would be so proud that so many appreciated 
his love of this most unusual octagonal Barn 
and his desire to maintain the integrity of the 
Barn.  
We tend to think that the Barn was Bobôs 

only interest, but actually he was involved in 
many organizations and served on several 
Boards for many years. Some of these are: St. 
Pancratius Catholic Church, Cass City/
Gagetown Knights of Columbus, Cass City 
Gavel Club, Tuscola Medical Care Facility, 
Rawson Memorial Library, Pinney Foundation, 
Thumb 2 Cylinder Club, Thumb Antique Auto 
Club and the Caro Old Engine Club. Bob was 
greatly appreciated by all of these organiza-
tions for his dedication to their project and 
representing them so well. The family sug-
gested that memorials could be given to these 
charities as well as to the Octagon Barn 

What a wonderful expression of sympathy 
and respect was shown when Uria Bender 
the Amishman that worked with Bob for many 
days and months repairing and restoring the 
Barn came from Ohio to attend Bobôs funeral. 
Bob and Uri had become very good friends 
thru the years and Uri and his wife Nancy 
knew when they heard about Bob that they 
had to come to Cass City to attend Bobôs 
funeral.  Uri said, ñI learned so much from 
Bob while we worked together, so much.ò Iôm 
sure that Bob would say the same about Uri. 
There were many unexpected problems that 
seemed to occur as they uncovered structural 
concerns in the Barn but working together they 
solved the problem. What a great team they 
were. Uriaôs wife Nancy writes, ñBob will al-
ways be one of Uriaôs ñDadsò. He was Uriaôs 
moral support while living in Michigan and 
away from his parents.ò  
During our Annual Meeting in April, Dennis 

Anderson recognized Bob Hirn for his more 
than twenty years of dedicated service to the 
Friends of the Thumb Octagon Barn. Dennis 
said, ñBob had always reminded him of the 
Goose Story and Bob was the lead goose. As 
he watched a flock of geese heading south he 
saw the lead goose cut the air and land the 
flock for a rest.  Dennis thought,  ñNature has 
given us a good lesson. The flock rested and 

moved on éò      
(Following is one of the letters of support that 

was received.) 
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I remember all too well in 1994 when 
Bob Hirn came on board with our 
organization. At the time we were 
floundering wondering what we should do 
next. Bob felt that we needed to 
demonstrate to the community that we 
were serious about restoring the Octagon 
Barn. So in 1997, Bob along with the 
Amish crew began rebuilding the 
southeast section of the Barn roof and 
applying bright, new emerald green 

shingles. You could see that section from 
Bay City Forestville Road and the 
community could see that we were 
serious. It was a turning point. I felt that 
there was a reason that Bob came to us. 
He used to get embarrassed when I 
introduced him as our guardian angel.  
Indeed he was and I know he is still 
guiding & watching over the Friends and 
most importantly preserving the dream 
James Purdy had in 1923 of building an 
ñair castleò.  

 

A bit of history and look back in time  
from Margaret Sergeant.  

See special donations on page 6 
for the list of those who donated to 
the Thumb Octagon Barn in memory 
of our dear friend, Bob. The list is 
long but the decision was made to 
print the list just as we do with all 
Memorial donations. This show of 
appreciation has been overwhelming 
to Mary Ann as well as the total 
amount received at this time. Each 
day she still is receiving kind words 
of sympathy and donations. Bob 
indeed was a very memorable per-
son deserving of this outpouring of 
affection.         

The picture at left was taken sever-
al years ago at the Tuscola Medical 
Care Facility where Mildred Spiek-
erman was a resident. Mildred had 
presented Margaret Sergeant with 
her very last afghan that she was 
able to knit. Bob made arrange-
ments for Margaret to get a picture 
of Mildred and her last afghan and 
Mildred insisted that Bob be in the 
picture.. Pictured are Bob Hirn 
who had a special place in his 
heart for Mildred, his Mother-in-law, 
Mary Annôs mother and Mildred 
shared that love for her son-in-law, 
Bob.  

Ron Hoffman, Bad Axe, our 
number one Volunteer for 
recycling is doing his job of 
sorting through a wagonload of 
stuff to recycle. What a job but 
he faithfully does it each year.      

Made in the Thumb  
 The first ever ñMade in the Thumbò 

event sponsored by the Mayville Lions 
Club held at the Dom Poliski Hall in 
Caro was held November 14, 2015. 
Rose Putnam, president, represented 
the Thumb Agricultural Museum and the 
Thumb Quilt Trail. More than 20 vendors 
were invited to bring their homemade 
products and we were invited because 
of all the visitors we bring to the Thumb 
and the Quilt Trail efforts to bring tour-
ists to the area. This was another effort 
by the Thumb Museums to bring tourists 
to the area along with the Museum 
Weekend Open House Event held in 
June.     

Annual Meeting/Dinner  
Benefit Auction  
Nancy Hrabcak, Chairperson  

Our 2016 Annual Meeting will be held 
on Saturday, April 16th at the V.F.W. Hall 

in Cass City. The evening will begin with a 
social hour at five and dinner will be served 
at 5:45 p.m. Prepared by McDonaldôs Food 
& Family Center in Bad Axe. Osentoski 
Auctioneering will once again handle our 
Auction.   
 A reservation form will be included with 

our winter newsletter mailed in late Febru-
ary. Any questions regarding our Annual 
Meeting can be answered by Nancy Hra-
bcak, Home Decorating Center, Cass 
City at 989-551-6495.   

 
2016 Theme for our Events     

Greg Alexander, Chairman  

Tammy Grifka, Co-Chairman 

Our Theme for 2016 will be ñOur Wonderful 
World of Water.ò We are very excited to get moving 
early on making this yearôs theme bigger than ever!  
Contacts have already been made with different 
organizations and State agencies, who will be part-
nering with us and assisting in all aspects of this 
vitally important Theme!  If you have an idea, or just 
want to lend a hand, please contact the Theme 
Chair, Greg Alexander at 810-404-8506 or Co-

Chair, Tammy Grifka at 810-404-0842.    

Donation Box in the Barn  
Ray & Carol Caverly, Chairmen 

 
Ray & Carol Caverly have been collecting and tracking the 

donations in the Barn by visitors for many years. These dona-
tions are important to us and they help to provide the funds to 
further our Museum goals.  They report that this yearôs dona-
tion total is $3,954.00. A special thank you to the Caverlys 
who for the past eleven years have checked this donation box 
daily and deposited the collected donations in our account. 
The grand total collected through the years is $48,357.53. 
What an impressive figure!     

FFD 2015  
Recycling Report  

Rose Putnam, President has been 
an advocate for recycling all that can 
be during FFD after observing all that 
was just being discarded. The very 
first year of recycling resulted in 10 
lbs. of cardboard and a truck bed 
loaded with a mess of stuff.  Since 
then, thanks to Ron Hoffman, Bad 
Axe, we are doing a much better job 
assuring that as much as possible we 
are recycling rather than sending all 
this óstuffô to a landfill.  
This yearôs totals are: 326 lbs. of 

cardboard, 96 lbs. of plastic, 65 lbs. of 
metal & aluminum cans and 3 lbs. of 
glass. Job well done.  

Octagon Barn Cookbook  
Mary Bell, & Tammi Hensley, Co -Chairladies  

 
Two of our Host Couple Ladies are putting together the third Octagon Barn 

Cookbook and they need your help. They know that there are a lot of very good 
cooks among the Friends because when we have Potluck Dinners during the 
summer months at the Barn, we have some very delicious food. Please share 
those recipes with all of us in our 3rd Thumb Octagon Barn Cookbook.     
Their plan is, with your help, to be able to put together the recipes collected 

in May and have the Cookbook ready for sale during Fall Family Days. Feel free 
to enter as many recipes as you would like. Recipes should be sent to either 

Mary Bell or Tammi Hensley.   
Mary Bell                                          Tammi Hensley  
5140 S. Baker Blvd.                         P. O. Box 2037 

Carthage, MO 64836                       Lehigh Acres, FL 33970-2037 

Carolyn Wymore, Mayville Lions 

Club member is examining the History 
Book and DVD that tell the story of the 
Mud Lake Estate and also the quilt 
trail information. Rose Putnam our 
president shared information about 
both projects with interested visitors. 
The group was pleased with the at-
tendance for a first time Event that 
promotes tourism in the Thumb.       
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The following pictures and 
stories give you just a glance 
of some of the activities, things 
to see and do and a look back 
at 2015 FFD. We plan our ac-
tivities to meet our mission, vi-
sion and values statements. 
Our values statement is: As 
stewards of the Octagon 
Barn, we embrace the diver-

sity within our organization 
and celebrate our many indi-
vidual talents. We are com-
mitted to our visitors and 
have a passion for the Octa-
gon Barn complex as an 
educational tool to share 
with the community our ru-
ral heritage. We take on big 
challenges, and pride our-

selves in seeing them com-
pleted. We have a responsi-
bility to hold ourselves ac-
countable to the legacy of 
the Octagon Barn as it con-
tinues to grow in the future.      

 

2015 FFD Stories and Thoughts  

Several months ago, Loren Stein, the Shingle 
Man, died suddenly in an accident while cutting 
grass. He had already agreed to do his shingle 
demonstration at many Events including FFD. The 
family was determined to fulfill his responsibilities. 
So Lola & Lorenôs family demonstrated the shingle 
process when they cut the shingles, created the 
commemorative design for the branding iron that 
they heat in the forge before branding the shingle. 
Son Jim Stein said, ñI had no idea how hard this 
job was to prepare for and demonstrate the pro-
cess.ò We thank the Stein family for fulfilling 
Lorenôs tradition of being a part of FFD just as 
their Dad had for twenty years. We hope they will 
be back for our 2016 FFD.   

Robert W. Harcourt of Alger remembers 
when he was 7 or 8 that his Dad drove him 
by the Octagon Barn during hunting season 
when they were hunting in Forestville. His 
father told him, ñYouôll never see another 
Barn like this.ò In 1998, when Robert was 
attending the Tractor Show in Caro, he 
came over to the Octagon Barn and be-
came a member and has been ever since. 
He said, ñMy Dad was right. I havenôt seen 
another Barn like Mr. Purdyôs . 

Dwaing Saling of Cass City is 
attending FFD with two and a 
half year old Remington.  As 
soon as they left the parking 
area and got on the people 
mover, Remington was so 
excited, the wagon was being 
pulled by a tractor. Then when 
they got on the grounds they 
immediately went to the tractor 
display and now Remington 
was really excited because 
some of the tractor owners let 
him sit on their tractor. Dwaing 
said that this was his third time 
visiting during FFD and ñIt is 
interesting to see how hard 
everything was and is so much 
easier today.ò 

There was a new group performing in the One Room 
Country School this year. We welcomed the Thumb 
Area Community Theatre performers and hope they 
will return next year. Katie Jackson would love to see 
more new groups participate and if you have any 
questions or suggestions please email her at jack-
sonkt30@outlook.com Performing on Saturday were 
the Cass City Home School group and Cass City 
School Students. Pictured in no particular order are the 
Thumb Area Community Theatre group: Brady and 
Natalie DeGroat,  Emme Kotenko, Allison 
Southgate, Jake VanHove, Madison Sparkes, and 
director, Angie Noah, pianist, Mary Gettel and 
Karen Southgate, chairperson. 

Cass River Composite Squadron, Civil 
Air Patrol Auxiliary, USAF presented the 
colors and raised the American flag during 
our Opening Ceremonies. Notice the lovely 
flowers that are around the flagpole. Mod-
ern Woodmen of America donated 
$500.00 towards beautifying the grounds 
before FFD. With that gift Dennis Ander-
son purchased the many lovely mum plants 
and placed them around the grounds.  We 
thank Modern Woodmen because it indeed 
did beautify the grounds.                                           

Terry Mason, Greenwood, MI  & Dan 
Nalepa of Yale are delighted with the very 
special brooms that they bought from the 
broom man, Henry Tschetter of Rockford, 
MI. It is such a special treat to watch 
Henry make his brooms and hear about 
the art of creating very special brooms.  
The fellows said, ñWeôre farm kids and 
love machinery.ò 

Rebecca Herzog and Brendon Garner of Stanwood 
are attending Linda Baileyõs craft workshop to learn 
the techniques of creating a ñdollò out of ordinary corn 
husks. Rebecca remembers coming with her family 
to FFD in 2005 when she was six years old. She 
made a boy and girl cornhusk doll that she still has.  
She is also attending FFD with her Mother and 
Grandmother and all are making cornhusk dolls.  

It takes a family to make those 
delicious, made right before 
your eyes, doughnuts. Sharon 
Cummins, Gagetown brings 
her whole family and everyone 
has a job to do. They all know 
what their job is and they take 
that responsibility very serious-
ly. Ten year old, Autumn Roy, 
Midland, MI is putting cinnamon 
sugar on the warm doughnuts. 
Ummm they sure are good and 
you can tell from the long lines 
that many others feel that way 
too.   

 
Martin Kubacki, Chairman FFD, was so worried about the parking but his 
worrying, planning and an excellent group of volunteers paid off. There was 
one bottleneck early on but they quickly got that resolved and things ran 
more smoothly. Lisa Geiger, shown at right,  and family & many volun-
teers had the parking area well under control and they are already planning 
the improvements that need to be made for FFD 2016. It was so well orga-
nized that you would think that they were a professional team. We heard 
very few complaints and Martin was happy with the parking and also that 
they had built three additional people movers in preparation for FFD.     

 We were grateful for 
Sanilac County Sher-
iffõs Posse who provided 
assistance in the parking 
area with their team of 
horses. This allowed the 
members of the sheriffôs 
patrol greater mobility 
and because they were 
elevated they could 
oversee the parking 
area. Also, their very 
presence was significant.  
The posses from Huron and Tuscola Counties 
provided security during the night- time patrolling the 
grounds with four wheelers. This was very comfort-
ing.  
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